ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thursday 22nd October 2020 – Week 3, Term 4
St Peter’s School is committed to the care, well being and protection of children, young people and
vulnerable people in our community.
To the St Peter’s community,

Good afternoon Parents and Caregivers,
It is terrific having our students back on site. There is a positive buzz around the school this term.
The students have settled back into our school routine and are enjoying the social conversations.
Our primary focus has been on student wellbeing and connectedness with peers. I have
encouraged the teachers to have courage to look differently at how our students engage and learn,
embracing the remote platform learning experience.
The teachers and students are establishing classroom rules and expectations. Many of our students
are requiring structure and routine returning to school from a remote learning platform in Terms
two and three.
We have moved to an outdoor eating routine to enable peer connectedness and allowing students
additional time to eat their food at recess and lunch. The school community will reassess this
eating schedule in week six, Term 4 and reflect on the success and challenges of this new
arrangement.
I am so very proud of our school community in the way they have embraced the new kiss and
drop rules. Thank you.
During the second week of Term 4 we are seeing a much safer entry and exit process for our
students. Students are exiting on the left, school bags are in the car cabin and children are not
going to the back of the vehicle or walking between cars.
The support from families has been wonderful and I am very appreciative of the teaching
staff that are supporting the process during our after school exit and taking on extra supervision
duties. Please remember to slow down to a walking speed as you enter the space. Thank you.
I have emailed the council to ask their support in a permanent barrier in Coulstock Street, to
ensure the ongoing safety of our students and families.

The school 4 Year Review Process will begin on Thursday 22nd of October with a remote visual
tour of our school with reviewer Mrs. Kerry Bratby. This will be followed by an interview with
myself to discuss our school narrative. On the 29th of October, Emma Canning, Julie Percy, Jackie
Fleichmann and I will meet with Kerry Bratby remotely and discuss our Victorian Registered and
Qualification Authority (VRQA) documentation. Members of our school Advisory Board will
volunteer to be parent representatives in our review process, and take part in a 30 minute
conversation in early November.

Prep 2021 Orientation will look different to the previous years. We will not have onsite orientation
this year due to COVID restrictions. Instead the Orientation days will be part of the 2021 return to
school process. I have notified our 2021 families. We have two days in which 2021 Prep families
can collect orientation bags and 2021 Prep t-shirts. We are also including welcome clips on our
school website and we will include our 2021 Prep welcome / information night for parents on our
school website.
Our 2020 Senior school teaching team is currently in discussion about Year 6 Graduation. The
team are trying their best to ensure it is a memorable experience for our Year six students and
follow the COVID 19 rules set by the Victorian Government. I will share more information later.
Our school enrolments have improved for 2021. Our current enrolment is 267 and to date our
2021 enrolment is 288. This is a terrific achievement for our school community. Our new school
website, marketing, teacher and student growth and word of mouth has contributed to our
improved enrolments.
Please let me know in writing if your family will not be returning to St Peter’s in 2021.
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au
Our school continues to work with our experienced Literacy Coach Jane Plunkett. This term Jane
is assisting the school in reviewing our Literacy Assessment schedule and ensuring our
assessments are administered correctly and meeting the needs of our students. Jane is also
present in classrooms building teacher capacity and student engagement. I am very proud of our
teaching staff who are embracing the new learning to improve student growth.
Our students are enjoying an exciting football celebration day today. There is a great array of
football colour and sporting team colour at school today. We hope they all enjoy the football lunch
provided by the school. I hope your team wins on Saturday.
We continue to build the capacity of our teachers. In return this builds on the growth of our
student wellbeing and academia.
St Peter’s a great community to be part of!
St Peter’s Catholic Parish Primary School is committed to the care, wellbeing and
protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
Kindest regards,
Angela Tonkin
Principal

ADMINISTRATION
Notices:
CSEF (Camp, Sport and Excursion Fund) Expansion of Use for 2020 - The DET has expanded the application of
the CSEF payment in 2020 to include levies paid by the families towards the purchase of books, stationary and other
learning materials. The CSEF payment for eligible students will now be re-credited to family accounts to reflect this.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday 23rd October - Public Holiday
Monday 2nd November - Staff Professional Practice Day, NO school for students.
Tuesday 3rd November - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

If your family, other than year 6, is not returning to St Peter’s School in 2021 please email
principal@stprepp.catholic.edu.au with your name, student/s names and school they will be attending in 2021.

Gospel Reflection
Sunday 18th October

“A single act of pure love pleases Jesus’ more
than a thousand imperfect prayers.” - St. Faustina
Sunday’s Gospel: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (22:15-21) The
Pharisees try to trap Jesus.
How do you give to the world what is meant for the world, while
giving to God what belongs to God? The simplest answer?
Be like Jesus.
Reflection: Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that God gets it.
God understands that it is important to belong and to try to fit in. But, you should remember to fit in by
being your best, most awesome self, because no matter what, you can count on the knowledge that you will
always belong with God. So, give to the world the best version of yourself and give to God your gratitude
and love for making a special place just for you.
Let us prayer together,
Jesus, You teach us what it truly means to belong. Help us to listen to this Good News and proclaim it for
others.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, Son of the Living God. Amen.

Announcements and Reminders

Sunsmart Reminder
All students are to wear their sun hats when outdoors beginning September in line with our Sunsmart
policy. Our policy states “No hat, No play. Children without hats must remain in the shade”. Sunscreen
also needs to be applied between 11am and 4pm. Sun hats are available to buy from the office if a new one is
required for $12.

Ready to Step Up – Parent sessions
In partnership with the Department of Education and Training and the CECV, local community health
providers will deliver Ready to Step Up sessions for parents and carers. The virtual sessions seek to address
any concerns that parent/carers have about their child’s readiness to start school in 2021 due to the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The sessions are available in various regions and parents can register at the following links:
North-East Melbourne
Monday 26 October 2020, 1.00 pm – 2.30 pm
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ready-to-step-up-online-session-north-eastern-melbourne-registration-124209045599

Coming Up at St Peter’s School
The Week in Review
Term 4 Learning and Teaching- Faith/ Life Inquiry Unit
Our students at all levels are connecting with their teachers as they
return to school and exploring our new Faith/Life Inquiry unit for the
term- Journey, Stories and Voices.
In these history making times the students are being asked at all levels
to tell their story and listen to the stories of others. This makes
learning relevant and real for the children as together we try to
navigate and understand our diverse and ever changing world.

Term 4 Overviews of Learning
As we all excitedly return to school this term our commitment to the learning and wellbeing of our students
remains our priority. We have been so impressed by the level of engagement with the learning tasks and the
daily interactions with students.. The teachers continue to plan learning that reflects Victorian Curriculum
standards. Here are the Curriculum Overviews for each level for Term 4 learning.
Please follow the links below to access overviews:

Prep Term 4 Learning Overview
Junior Term 4 Overview
Middle Term 4 Learning Overview
Senior Term 4 Learning Overview
STEAM Term 4 Learning Overview

Prep News
The preps have been very busy this week. They have been enjoying their learning and seeing their friends
and teachers once again. They have been learning about addition and are about to commence their new unit
of work on subtraction. In Faith and Life they have been sharing information and stories about themselves and
their families. They shared some wonderful photos and keepsakes from their ‘Bags of Me’ and it was fantastic
to see them so engaged and interested to discover and learn more about their friends. Well done Preps!

Middle School News
As part of our Faith and Life Inquiry Unit, ‘Journeys, Stories and Voices’, the Middle School students will be
developing a personal timeline that they will prepare, sharing their personal story through a presentation to
their contact group.
Over the next week we are asking families to support their child in gathering information that will support
them in building their timeline and narrative to share with their contact group. On Friday we are sending
home a sheet with a table that has some key moments that you can talk about together. We have also
included some spare places on the table that you can add other significant events to.
Photographs that support some of the events would be beneficial to completing the learning task.
The students will need to return their completed table with any photographs to school by Monday October
26th.
Thank you for your support.
Middle Teachers

STEAM
The STEAM Team experienced a very happy two weeks reconnecting with all the students. We also
welcomed Michiko into the STEAM team and know that the learning experiences will be enriched even
further by her skilled support of Japanese language acquisition within the STEAM context.
The learning experiences included exploration of sea creatures and various other animal journeys (Preps &
Juniors), Discovery Play (Preps), STEAM mini challenges(Middles & Seniors), Introduction to real world
problems through Zoos Victoria (Middles), Being a Problem Finder (Seniors), revising brainstorming skills
(seniors) and sport for all!
A busy and wonderful learning time back together!

Mini STEAM Challenge (Maths problem solving)

Seniors Brainstorming Real World Problems

“We built a zoo!”
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In STEAM Juniors have been looking at ways in which animals make journeys! What do they use to get from A to B? Do they use the
stars, landmarks, an internal compass or something else? How do they move?

Community News
It has been great once again to see the excitement around the school today as we celebrate Footy
Day at St Peter’s. The staff and students all look fabulous supporting their sporting teams. Good
luck to both AFL teams this Saturday.

