
ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PARISH

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Thursday 7th September 2023,Week 9 , Term 3 2023
NEWSLETTER

Acknowledgment of Country
We acknowledge this land as the Traditional Lands of the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin nation and we pay our respects to all

elders past, present and emerging.
We will respect the land, animals and waterways, from the roots of the earth to the tops of

the trees.
Thank you for letting us learn and grow on your mother earth. We understand that if we

protect and look after the country, then the country will look after us.
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School Vision
St Peter’s is a faith filled and inclusive community that embraces diversity.

We aspire to engage and empower all to think critically and act justly, guided by our catholic values,
on our journey as lifelong learners.

Principal Report
Good afternoon St Peter’s Community,

It is really lovely to see some beautiful spring days as we come to the closure of Term 3, 2023.

Our school grounds are looking beautiful and we are waiting in anticipation for our student cubby houses
that are being built by St Monica’s students.

2024 News

We are pleased to announce that we have employed two new teachers that will be part of our 2024
teaching team:

Marcus Stella and Laura Irons will join our dynamic teaching team next year.

Marcus and Laura will be part of our 2024 planning days and our Berry Street Professional Learning days.

We are also excited that our literacy / numeracy intervention and extension programs will continue in 2024.
This will ensure we continue to stretch and challenge our students in their learning.

Our classroom formations will change in 2024 and we will have three Year 3 learning spaces and two Year 4
learning spaces. We will continue with two Year Preps, two Year 1, two Year 2 and four Year 5/6 learning
spaces.

Road works around our school

We continue to communicate with the Whittlesea Council regarding the road works around our school. It is
anticipated that the Coulstock Street works will be completed in the next two weeks. We understand that
Wedge Street works will commence shortly after this completion.

Claire Toner, our office manager is communicating with the council and trying to determine parking and
entry and exit arrangements during the Wedge Street road works.

Student safety is always our paramount concern. The installation of car stoppers is a result of our
petitioning for safety in this space. We highlighted the safety concerns in this space if a car was to

accidentally accelerate instead of reversing.

We encourage our families to contact the Whittlesea Council if you identify
safety concerns around our school. Working together we can ensure the safety
of our St Peter’s community.
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Time in Lieu -School Closure: Monday 6th November 2023

On Monday 26th June 2023 the following correspondence was sent to families via Operoo and was
included in the Newsletter in Week 1 Term 3 2023

A new enterprise agreement covering teachers across most of the Catholic schools in Victoria, including
ours, has been approved and is in effect.

The new agreement delivers several positive changes for both our dedicated staff and the overall
functioning of our school, including improved pay and employment conditions. One key aspect of this
agreement is the inclusion of new time-in-lieu provisions, which will enable our teachers and support staff
to accumulate additional time off when they are required to work more than their regular 38 hours per week
which might include overnight camps and supervision at evening and weekend activities.

This change is a recognition of the considerable extra work our teachers are asked to do and will enhance
their work-life balance and well-being. Monday 6th November is an allocated time in lieu day for St
Peter's staff.

We sincerely appreciate your understanding and support in this matter. By prioritising the well-being and
work-life balance of our dedicated staff, we are fostering an environment that promotes excellence in
teaching and learning.

Father’s Day / Special Friends
Last week we hosted two wonderful events to celebrate our Fathers and special people in our lives. A big shout out
to our amazing, dedicated parents committee! The parents committee organised a very popular Fathers Day stall
with a wonderful selection of gifts to surprise our special people last Sunday.

Our celebration day 1st of September was a massive success. Thanks to the families that attend our open
afternoon. It was wonderful to have so many special visitors in our school and there was certainly a great buzz in
the classrooms. We thank Louise Pantano’s Nonna for serving some delicious coffee and cannolis!

The afternoon finished as the whole community gathered for the well anticipated Father’s Day raffle!
Congratulations to to our raffle winners -
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Footy Finals Fever Fun Day!

Next Thursday, 14th September , St Peter’s will be celebrating the footy
finals time with a footy day! Students are encouraged to come to school
in free dress - wearing their favourite supporter gear for their favourite
team, or any sport that they follow! The parents committee will be
hosting a hot lunch. Lunch needs to be pre ordered, orders are due by
tomorrow Friday 8th September to the office with correct money.

All families are welcome to attend our footy parade in the afternoon from 2:30pm. Please see the flyer
attached for further information.

School uniform
During the first two weeks of Term 4, students have the option of wearing their summer or winter uniform
until Friday 13th October. All students must be in summer uniform by Monday 16th October.
Summer uniform options can be viewed via our updated parent handbook which can be accessed via our
website, on pages 10 & 11.
St Peter's Parent Handbook

Hats return to the school yard
All students are expected to wear their school hats at recess and lunch
starting next week.
Legionnaire Hats (one size fits all) can be purchased from the school office
for $13.00

Bucket hats can be purchased from Academy Uniforms for $15.00 (sizes
Small / Medium / Large)
Academy Uniforms Online Ordering

No hat no play
Thanks for your support

4

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFDoSgNEFk/uVphueECAGIMoXRGTrhRig/view#20
https://academyuniforms.com.au/schools/st-peter-s-ps-acad.html?_=1693530628393


School fees
Please ensure 2023 school fees are finalised asap. If your family is experiencing hardship can you please
arrange a meeting and we can discuss payment options.
School office: 9401 1157 or email atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

2024 Year Level Placements
If your child is not returning to St Peter’s, Epping in 2024 please inform me via email
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au as soon as possible. This information will be used to assist in preparation
for classes given the demand for places in a number of year levels in 2024.

The last day of Term 3 is on Friday the 15th of September at 1.30pm.
We will communicate with families over the holiday break the arrangements for the parking, school entry
and exit arrangements given the road works in surrounding streets.
Thank you to our amazing students and wonderful staff for making term 3 a successful journey.
I look forward to all the exciting events planned in Term 4.

Kindest regards,
Angela Tonkin
Principal
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The Year of theMathematician

This year, our school has been on an exciting journey as we refine our teaching practices in mathematics to
improve students' engagement and achievement in Numeracy.

Our teachers have been exploring and trialling effective practices in their classrooms to discover the best
ways to engage all students in the learning and promote critical thinking and reasoning. We have unpacked
the skills required to be a learner in the 21st century and are placing more emphasis on deep thinking,
collaboration and problem solving strategies.

We have had a strong focus on giving students structured learning experiences where they can make
discoveries and connections in their learning while being guided and challenged by their teachers. The
teachers have also embedded routines that encourage students to share their thinking and respond to the
thinking of others.

As part of our improvement practices, our teachers have been released from their classrooms to observe
great teaching practices across the school. During this time, teachers engage in another class, observing
how others create rich and purposeful learning experiences in a mathematics lesson.

It is through this that we are striving to have consistent best teaching practices across the whole school. We
are very lucky to have received funding from the Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools to run this
professional learning program at our school.

As we continue along this journey, we are finding our students to be more engaged in mathematics, making
real life connections, challenging themselves and becoming greater risk takers in their learning.

Mrs Whitbread
Numeracy Leader

Save the Date!
Want to learn more about how maths is taught at St

Peter’s??
I will be running two parent information sessions in the

Library…

Tuesday 10th October - 2:30pm
Wednesday 11th October - 9am

Register using this link:

https://forms.gle/hdgwZ5RBZ14WAiqeA
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St Peter’s School Improvement Framework
To empower students to learn
To build teacher pedagogical practices
To strengthen partnerships with families and the wider community
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Using the Kiss and Drop: Wedge Street

1. Drive to the end of the kiss and drop lane way
This allows maximum amount of cars to be off Wedge Street to avoid traffic and council fines for
parking on the road

2. School bags in the cabin of the car.
For safety the children never stand or walk between cars, in case a car accidentally accelerates
forward and a child is jammed between cars

3. The driver or adult passengers do not get out of the car. Teachers on duty will assist the

students. Adults getting out of the car, holds up the traffic flow. If you want to get out of the car:
park the car in a side street and walk

4. Child only gets out the passenger side. If this is not possible do not use kiss and drop

5. Be patient and do not overtake cars. Some children need extra assistance with entering and

exiting the car
6. If you want to assist your child getting out of the car or walking to the gate - please park your car

and walk to the Wedge Street gates.



Teaching and Learning
Acknowledging Indigenous Literacy Day and Celebrating our Diversity

It's been a very busy Term 3, with lots of parent engagement sharing in the teaching and learning here at St.
Peter’s.

This week acknowledges Indigenous Literacy Day. We know that foundational reading and writing skills are
the first steps for children to build contexts of and understand the world around them. Indigenous Literacy
Day aims to make literature and resources accessible to indigenous people in remote areas of our country.
It’s an opportunity for Australia’s first people to shape literacy and make it meaningful and culturally
relevant.
St. Peter’s believes that diversity is our strength and believes that children of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children, as well as all other children from all other cultures should see their culture and languages
in the books that they read. It’s important to see themselves in the stories they hear. We are proud of the
culturally diverse range of books available from our school library. If there is a book title that you feel would
be valuable for us to add to our collection, please let us know.
Continue to read daily with your children and share stories from your culture often.

Term 4 Curriculum Planning Days
As year levels come to the end of their current Science inquiries, teachers are beginning to prepare for new
inquiries within the Humanities curriculum for Term 4. Our teaching staff are very excited to engage their
students in their new learning content and will spend time in the coming days planning and collaborating
with curriculum leaders.
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Wellbeing
National Child Protection Week
This week we acknowledged National Child Protection Week. As a school community we are all
responsible for the wellbeing and safety of the children in our community. Throughout the
week, students in all levels took part in learning activities that were
focused on safety and child protection.

Each level revised the Recognise, React and Report process. This process
encourages students to recognise things around them and identify if they

are feeling unsafe, to react to the situation in an appropriate way and to report the situation to
a truncated adult.

Each class discussed help seeking and personal support networks. Personal support networks
consist of trusted adults both inside and outside of the family home that each child can talk to if they
need support with a situation that they feel is unsafe.

As part of the learning this week, students in Years 3-6 took part in a webinar hosted by the eSafety
Commissioner of Victoria. The session helped the students to identify ways to protect ourselves

online and what to do if things go wrong. They learnt about using device settings to protect personal
information and identities and developed help seeking and reporting strategies.

Students in Prep to Year 2 will have a visit from officers from the Epping Police station tomorrow. They will
talk to the students about how the police help children and other people in the community and how to
contact the police if there is an emergency.

St Peter’s Helping Hands
To make sure that all of the students at St Peter’s are feeling connected, happy and
safe we will have some extra helpers outside. Our School Captains and Vice Captains
will be St Peter’s ‘Helping Hands’. Each recess and lunch these children will be wearing
an orange vest so they can be seen and their role is to help students in the yard that
may need assistance.
Our ‘Helping Hands’ will support students with making connections and feeling safe.
Working with the school leaders the students have said that they can support with the
following:

- Help students to find their friends or a new buddy to play with.
- Help to solve a small problem they may have in the yard such as how to ask to

join a game.
- Help students to find a teacher on the yard when needed.
- Listen to students and have a chat with them.
- Check in and make sure our school community is feeling ok.
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National Day Against Violence and Bullying
As a part of Child Protection Week, we are acknowledging the
National Day Against Violence and Bullying. This year’s theme is
‘Growing Connections’

When someone has many connections to people and places, they feel safe and happy. The more
connections they have, the better they are at dealing with hard times in their life. Having people to talk to,
or to ask for help, are great ways to help prevent bullying and to feel safe.
Students will engage in some learning about growing connections and are asked to wear orange
tomorrow, Friday September 8th as we recognise this day in our school community.

Awards
Congratulations to the students that received an award at our last whole school assembly for displaying S.T.A.R.
Values and following our Agreed Ways. A reminder that there will be a whole school assembly tomorrow Friday
September 8th beginning at 2:30pm. Please enter via the Galilee Space doors.

Prep SC William and Layla 3/4 EK Arianna & Abigail

Prep GV Rubani 3/4 PS Aiden

1 AM Jonas, Lani

Leo K

3/4 BG Manessa & Daniel

1 LP Joshua Dias 5/6 EW Ethan and

Amelia-Rose

2 ED Daniella and Arika 5/6 EP Prisca and Aarnav

2DD Jenny and Tyler 5/6 SC Rehmat and Subu

2 BM Ashton and Juleen 5/6 SE Abbhinav and

Amadeus

3/4 TD Joshua R & Sofia P
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eSmart School
As an eSmart school we are continually working supporting our students, families and the community on
developing an awareness of digital technologies and cyber related issues.
As part of our National Child Protection Week and National Day Against
Violence and Bullying are sharing some information for you to access around
navigating online bullying and creating a safer digital experience for your
child(ren) from the Alannah and Madeline Foundation. The article provides
some useful information about addressing any online bullying issues.
The Navigating Bullying Flowchart provides some questions and prompts to
assist with identifying and dealing with online bullying behaviors.

Fact-sheet-Navigating-online-bullying-to-create-a-safer-digital-experience…
Navigating-bullying-flowchart.pdf

Religious Education

Parish Masses
Once again in Term 4 each class will participate in a parish mass providing the students with an opportunity
to connect with the parish community
Families are warmly invited to attend. Mass begins at 9:15am. If attending, please meet the students and
staff in the church by 9:10am. The table below indicates the dates and times that each class will be
attending mass.

Date Classes/Level Attending

11/10/23 3/4BG and 3/4TD

18/10/23 3/4PS and 3/4ED

25/10/23 Year 2

1/11/23 5/6EP and 5/6SE

15/11/23 5/6JW and 5/6EW

22/11/23 Year 1

29/11/23 Prep
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Medical Management

Asthma & Hayfever
The onset of spring and warmer weather brings with it an increase in pollen count. We are seeing an
increase of students with asthma and hayfever symptoms. Having good control of hayfever can help to
reduce asthma triggers. If your child has allergies such as hay fever and asthma and require medication at
school, a personal ASCIA Action Plan needs to be completed in colour, signed by the doctor and a copy
provided to the school office. It is recommended that all plans are reviewed on an annual basis. If your
child hasn’t had their plan reviewed in the past year, now is the time to do this.

The Green Allergy / Allergic Rhinitis Action Plan is to be used for students with allergic rhinitis (hay fever)
that may require treatment such as antihistamines.

The Asthma Action Plan for Victorian Schools is to be used for students who have asthma.

Any prescribed medication associated with the plan needs to be supplied to the school in its original
packaging. In accordance with our Medical Management Policy, medications such as paracetamol and
ibuprofen can only be administered at school with a medical authority form completed by the parent and
medical practitioner. Medication is not to be kept with students in their bags. It is preferable that medication
is administered at home where possible.

Other Medical Conditions
If your child has a diagnosed medical condition, a specific condition form (i.e: Anaphylaxis, Diabetes,
Asthma, Epilepsy, Hayfever) or a genericMedical Management Plan for all other medical conditions needs
to be completed by your child’s doctor and provided to the school. This will enable the school to ensure we
are meeting our duty of care obligations and to develop a Student Health Support plan.

A Student Health Support Plan is a document that the School and Parent create and agree upon based on
the information provided in the Medical Management Plan. This document details how staff will provide the
required support, where medication will be stored, what will happen on excursions etc.

If you are unsure whether your child needs a Medical Management Plan at school, please contact the
school office on 9401 1157 / office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au for further information and guidance.

The care, safety and wellbeing of our students is of utmost importance.

12

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OUSaLJ_v5v7Fyv70wrr7sV3WEjhApB7k/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MyDbNuX7RpxVcXs0YuPU_ivrcoZuyllV/view?usp=share_link
https://www.stprepp.catholic.edu.au/_files/ugd/9ea2db_4a0b5f70ffe547b0aca9faafb42cdc84.pdf
mailto:office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au


St Peter’s Primary School has been super fortunate to have had Cricket Victoria run FREE 4
after school specialised skill clinics. Through this, 60 students have had the opportunity to
develop their fundamental movement skills in the cricketing sphere, with the attempt to
entice students to play cricket with their peers and friends.
All registered students have received a Cricket Blast playing kit which has their name on the
back! This opportunity has fostered a safe space for students to thrive, develop their
transferable movement skills; alongside, cultivating a space for personal growth and success.
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Thank you to the families that have taken the time to complete the survey. Families were emailed a link and
PIN to access the survey on Monday 28th August. St Peter's Epping is offering families that complete the
survey the opportunity to be entered into a draw to win one of 2 x $50 Coles / Myer vouchers. In order
to enter the draw, once you have completed the survey, please email a screenshot of your screen showing
you have completed the survey to office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au. Winners will be announced via the
school newsletter.
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Key Dates Term 3 & Term 4 2023 (please note dates may be subject to change)

JULY TERM 3

WEEK 9 4 - 8 Sept Child Protection Week
Tuesday 5th: Softball Victoria Incursion (Year 3/4 students)
Tuesday 5th: Cricket Victoria - Afterschool Skills Program 3:30 - 4:30pm
Wednesday 6th: Yr 3/4 IMAX Excursion
Friday 8th: Freddo Frog Friday
Friday 8th: Assembly 2:40pm, Galilee Space, families welcome

WEEK 10 11 - 15 Sept Monday 11th: CFA Incursion (Year 3/4 students)
Tuesday 12th: Cricket Victoria - Afterschool Skills Program 3:30 - 4:30pm
Thursday 14th: Footy Fun day
Friday 15th: MACSSIS Survey Closes
Friday 15th: End of Term 3, 1:30pm finish
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OCTOBER TERM 4

WEEK 1 Monday 2nd: Teeth on Wheels onsite (follow up visit - please re-register your child)
Year 6 Water Safety YMCA

Tuesday 3rd: Teeth on Wheels onsite (follow up visit - please re-register your child)
Year 6 Water Safety YMCA

Wednesday 4th: SCHOOL CLOSURE (BERRY ST Whole Staff TRAINING)
Thursday 5th: Teeth on Wheels onsite (follow up visit - please re-register your child)

Year 6 Water Safety YMCA
Second hand uniform shop 3 - 3:45pm

Friday 6th: Round 6 Interschool Sports onsite @ St PeterS 9:30 - 11:30
& offsite @ Epping Recreation Reserve (Cricket)
Year 1 Excursion Scienceworks

WEEK 2 Monday 9th: Year 6 Water Safety YMCA
Tuesday 10th:Year 6 Water Safety YMCA

Math Parent Information Session 2:30 pm
Wednesday 11th: Mass 3/4 BG & 3/4 TD, 9:15am St Peter’s Church. Families Welcome

Year 6 Water Safety YMCA
Math Parent Information Session 9 am
2024 Prep Family Information Evening, 7 pm

Thursday 12th: Year 6 Water Safety YMCA
Thursday 12th: STEM MACS MAD Student Showcase
Friday 13th: Italian Fun Day

WEEK 3 Wednesday 18th: Mass 3/4 PS & 3/4 ED, 9:15am St Peter’s Church. Families Welcome
Friday 20th: Interschool Sports Round 8 Cricket: Huskisson Reserve Lalor

& Lalor Garden Primary School 9 - 11am

WEEK 4 Monday 23rd: Grandparents and special friends day 2pm onwards
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Art Show open evening 3:30 - 4:30 pm All families welcome
Monday 23rd: Year 5/6 Incursion: Parliament Victoria
Tuesday 24th: Year 5/6 Incursion: Parliament Victoria
Wednesday 25th: Year 2 Mass, 9:15 am St Peter’s Church. Families Welcome
Friday 27th: Interschool Sports Round 9 @ St Peter’s

& Epping Recreation Reserve - East Oval (Cricket)

WEEK 5
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER

Monday 30th: Grades 1 & 2 Water Safety Awareness
Tuesday 31st: Grades 1 & 2 Water Safety Awareness
Wednesday 1st Nov: 5/6 EP & 5/6 SE Mass, 9:15am St Peter’s Church, All Welcome
Wednesday 1st November: Grades 1 & 2 Water Safety Awareness
Thursday 2nd November: Grades 1 & 2 Water Safety Awareness
Thursday 2nd November: School Tour 9:30am
Friday 3rd November: Interschool Sports Round 10 @ St Clares Thomastown

& Cricket, Main St Reserve, Thomastown

WEEK 6 Monday 6th - SCHOOL CLOSURE (Staff time in lieu)
Tuesday 7th - PUBLIC HOLIDAY - MELBOURNE CUP
Wednesday 8th - Grades 1 & 2 Water Safety Awareness

Prep orientation session 1 - 9.15am - 10.30am
Thursday 9th - Grades 1 & 2 Water Safety Awareness

Twilight Tabloid Sports 3:30 - 5:00pm

WEEK 7 Monday 13th - Grades 1 & 2 Water Safety Awareness
Tuesday 14th: Prep orientation session 2 - 9.15 - 10.30am - numeracy with your child
Wednesday 15th: 5/6 SC & 5/6 EW Mass, 9:15am St Peter’s Church. All Welcome

School Tour 9:30am

WEEK 8 Monday 20th: Prep orientation session 3 - 9.15am - 10.30am - reading to your child
Wednesday 22nd November: Year 1 Mass 9:15am, St Peter’s Church All Welcome

WEEK 9 Wednesday 29th November: Prep Mass, 9:15am, St Peter’s Church, All Welcome

WEEK 10 DECEMBER Thursday 7th: Christmas Carols
Friday 8th: Athletics Day (Prep - Yr 2 onsite @ St Peter’s, Yrs 3 - 6 @ St Monica’s College)

WEEK 11 Monday 11th SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY (Staff facilitated 2024 planning day)
Wednesday 13th: Last day at school for Year 6 students.

Year 6 Graduation Mass 7:00 - 8:00 pm
Wednesday 13th: 2024 Class Orientation

Student Reports available via nforma platform
Thursday 14th: Whole School End of Year Mass 10:00 - 11:00 am

Kaboom Incursion for Yr. P-5 11:30am - 1:30pm
Friday 15th: Last Day Term 4, 1:30pm finish



Teeth on Wheels will be visiting our school for 6 monthly reviews and oral health education starting on 02/10/2023.

Below is a link to their E-form which needs to be completed by the 02/10/2023 for your child to participate.

Click the link below to sign your child up - IT MIGHT BE FREE!

https://teethonwheels.com.au/consent-forms/consent-eform/

Please note: if you have already completed a form for 2023 this does not need to be done again, unless your contact
information or child’s medical history has changed.

Teeth on Wheels are focused on providing a positive dental experience and specialise in working with children. They
can provide check-up and clean appointments, as well as treatment onsite and will be able to advise you if your
child is eligible to receive dental care for FREE under the Child Dental Benefit Schedule.
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Procedure for Reporting an Absence
Thank you to the families that are using the notices@stprepp.catholic.edu.au email account or the ‘Report
an Absence’ link on our website, to notify the school of an absence.
It is not alway possible for teachers to access emails before they mark the morning roll or they may also be
absent. By sending an email to the notices email address, the office staff can make sure the roll is updated.
Please send an email for each day your child is absent, or specify a date range for their absence. A reason
for the absence must be noted.
The exemption from school form is to be completed for students that are absent for more than 10 school
days. The form is also available from the school office.

Updating your personal and contact information & changes to student medical
conditions
Do we have your most up to date contact details? If not, please contact the school on
office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au so we can update our records. This includes
parent/carers’ name, address, phone numbers, email address and emergency contact
details.

Please ensure any changes to student medical conditions are communicated directly to the
office in person or via email. This will help to ensure that appropriate measures are put in
place to manage your child’s medical condition.

Feedback
We are always looking for ways to improve our school community - please email
our principal Mrs Angela Tonkin if you have suggestions or feedback you would
like to share. Thank you
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au All emails will be acknowledged.
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