ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thursday 28th October 2021, Week 4, Term 4

NEWSLETTER
School Vision
St Peter’s is a faith filled and inclusive community that embraces diversity.
We aspire to engage and empower all to think critically and act justly,
guided by our catholic values, on our journey as lifelong learners.
Lord, Let us pray together for the health and wellbeing of our school community
and the sacredness of our connection in whatever way we can. We ask this
through your beloved son Jesus Christ. Amen

Principal News
Good afternoon St Peter’s Community
I write this newsletter with a sense of joy at seeing the return of many of our students
and their families at the gate over the past two weeks. Although we have been able to
spend time with some of the students who attended school during the period of
lockdown, they and the staff have very much missed the whole class being together at
school. In fact it has been such a long time since school communities in general have
been able to gather together at all.
Once again St Peter's community lifted and our students and teachers worked hard
online to capture a remote learning platform in Term 3 and the start of Term 4. The
success of remote learning was the successful partnership between home and school.
Many of our families have embraced the home classroom space and are more
comfortable with using the google classroom as a learning tool. I am extremely proud of
the commitment of our staff and their willingness to go beyond what is required to
support our students.
Face Masks
All adults and staff are required to wear a mask unless a medical exemption applies.
Students in Year 3 to Year 6 are required to wear face masks when indoors on school
premises, unless an exception applies. It is also recommended students in Prep to Year 2
wear face masks when at school.

All Visitors
Visitors to school grounds are limited to essential school services and operations. To
support contact tracing, all visitors must scan the QR code at the office in accordance
with the school’s COVID Safe Plan. Visitors must also show their vaccination certificate
to the school office prior to entering the school building and be wearing a face mask at
all times.
Social Distancing
Social distancing between adults will continue. This will apply to staff while working
on-site as well as parents at drop off and pick up times. While waiting for children at the
end of the day please continue to socially distance.
Extended and Increased Cleaning Arrangements
Additional cleaning of high touch surfaces is to continue to occur throughout the day to
ensure that risks of transmission are reduced for high-touch surfaces.
Ventilation
All windows and doors will be open to ensure adequate ventilation occurs in classrooms.
Air Purifiers
We are awaiting the arrival of air purifiers for our school and looking forward to them
arriving as soon as possible. The school has purchased an additional 11 units to ensure a
safe working environment is provided for our community.
Assemblies/Liturgies
Assemblies and liturgies will return from the 3rd of November. Exclusive to one school
only. Outdoors where possible. Vaccination requirements will be enforced. Density
quotients will be enforced.
School Tours
School tours will resume from the 3rd of November. The school will contact families on
a tour waiting list in the coming days.

Return of loaned laptops and iPads
Can all laptops and iPads that have been loaned out during our Remote Learning
platform please be returned on Wednesday 3rd of November. Students are asked
to take the device to their classroom. All devices will be sanitized and the desktop
will be cleaned prior to being returned to the classroom circulation. Thank-you

Student attendance
All students are expected to attend onsite as their year levels return to onsite learning,
unless they are formally being home-schooled. Parent preference is not an approved
absence reason from the 3rd of November.
Please stay home if you are unwell. Get tested if you have COVID symptoms.

2022 Year Level Structure
I am currently working with the leadership team to finalise the year level structures for
next year and the teacher allocation. It is a very complex and strategic task.
We have two Prep classes and three single stream Year 1 classes and two Year 2 classes.
We have kept our class sizes small - taking into account the impact that remote learning
has had on our foundation and junior students' education over the last two years.
After much consideration we have decided to introduce a fourth Year 3/4 classroom.
Considering the academic and social / emotional impact of remote learning.
This will enhance the teacher's ability to differentiate teaching for student entry points.
Our message next year is every child will experience success. It also demonstrates the
commitment we have to ensure that each child is given the opportunity to learn and
grow in a safe and supportive learning space.
When grouping students in 2022, the priority is to group students to maximise the
learning environment for each child. There are multiple perspectives to take into
account when organising groupings : gender balance, an even ability spread, additional
needs of students and more. Students will be asked to write down a list of five students
they would like to be grouped with in 2022.
Each child will be with at least one, perhaps two students from their list. Children will
be given opportunities to socialise with friends before school, at recess, lunch and after
school. The classroom is for learning. Thanks for your support in this process.
As the school Principal, I will accept letters from parents outlining social, emotional and
academic needs of their children in regards to grouping.
Please email your letter prior to 8th of November, 2021. 3.30pm.
Letters sent after this date will not be taken into consideration.
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au
Parents' letters will be respected and read, however there is no guarantee that parent
requests will determine class groupings.
Please refer to the Class Grouping Policy - Class Grouping Policy
Staff changes
At the end of this year three staff will leave St Peter’s.
Jenelle Campbell, Annemarie Sabato and Angelo Tricarico will pursue employment
opportunities in other educational settings. We are very grateful for the contribution
Jenelle has made with our Prep and Junior students over the past two years. Angelo
and Annemarie have only been with our school for six months. In that short time they
have made a difference to our students in STEM and onsite supervision. We wish them
all the very best next year.
We have employed four new teachers for 2022 and two new Learning Support Officers.
The new staff will be introduced in the coming weeks via our newsletter.

End of semester assessment
School reports will be set home electronically this semester as they were in Semester 1.
Reports will be received by families electronically on the 10th of December. Please
ensure the school has your most current email address.
End of Year Celebration Day
We have arranged for a whole school celebration day for students on the 10th of
December - we have booked an outdoor adventure day with a company called K-boom.
On the same day the Year 6 students will have their big day out celebration.
On this day our students will meet their 2022 teacher and classmates.
We are still waiting on advice regarding the graduation format for our Year 6 graduation
students.
Sacraments
Confirmation and Eucahrist dates for 2021 have been set and we are in the process of
finalising our 2022 dates for the sacraments.
Program Support Meetings
Program Support Meetings will be held over three days Monday November 29, Tuesday
November 30 and Wednesday December the 1st. For families invited to these meetings
further details regarding booking information will be provided in the coming weeks.
2022 Prep Orientation
Prep orientation days will be an outside play time with approximately 5 students on site.
Information has been sent to our 2022 Prep families.
Uniform Survey
Thank you to the families that completed the uniform survey. I have made contact with
the families that requested a conversion. More information about the changes to come.
Parish Advisory Board
I encourage you to consider a position on our parish school advisory board. Please see
the letter below.
Kindest Regards,
Angela Tonkin

St Peter’s Primary School
Parish School Advisory Board

Dear Parents,
At the start of this year new governance arrangements were put into place for Catholic schools in
the Melbourne Archdiocese. As part of these new arrangements we are establishing for the three
schools in the St Peter’s Parish a combined St Peter’s Parish Schools Advisory Council.
The council will be an opportunity for our Parish Priest, principals, parishioners and parents to
have input a real voice into supporting our schools.
The following are some ways the School Advisory Council supports the school and the principal:
•

Promoting the school’s Catholic ethos and culture

•

Articulating and enacting the school’s vision and mission

•

Promoting faith formation and development

•

Capital resource planning and maintenance

•

Disseminating information about the school in accordance with these Terms of
Reference

•

Implementing school policies as required

•

Supporting and communicating school and parish matters, including the school
annual report

•

Giving advice on issues such as enrolments, school improvement plans and
enrolment trends

•

Engaging in discussion about the annual school budget and other financial
matters

•

Giving advice about the school Master Plan

I am therefore requesting nominations from two parents that would like to be a part of this very
important group to support our school. The time commitment will be four meetings of an
evening during the year.
If you would like more information about the Council please do not hesitate to contact me
directly. Nominations indicating an expression of interest need to be submitted via email to
principal@stprepp.catholic.edu.au
by Friday 12th November.
Kind regards, Angela Tonkin

Sacraments - Eucharist and Confirmation
A reminder that Sacraments will be taking place in November at St Peter’s Church.
The table below indicates the dates, times and permitted persons for each of the Sacraments.
The Sacraments will be celebrated in St Peter’s Church.

First Eucharist
Grade 4 students

Saturday November 13th

10am

The student and two adult
family members

Grade 5 students

Saturday November 13th

12pm

The student and two adult
family members

Confirmation
Year 6 students 2021

Sunday November 21st

3pm

The student, their sponsor and
one adult family member

Year 6 students
2020

Sunday November 21st

5pm

The student, their sponsor and
one adult family member

Each student should wear their stole on the day. As outlined in information shared prior, a
symbol to represent the Sacrament should be included on the stole. If due to lockdowns and
restrictions this has not been possible to organise, it can be added after the event.
Any students in Year 6 that have not given their Confirmation Card to their classroom teacher
are requested to do so by the end of next week.

On Monday November 1st we celebrate the Feast of All Saints.
The feast honours all holy men and women in glory with Christ, known or unknown, mighty or
lowly, all whose lives were modelled on the Beatitudes and on the
great commandment of love ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you
and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.” (Matthew 5: 3-12)
We can all identify saintly people in our lives who show the love of God in the way they live their
lives. Let us remember and give thanks to God for these ‘saints’ we know who set examples of
love and generosity of spirit.

On Tuesday November 2nd we celebrate All Souls.
This day expresses Christian faith in the communion of saints
and our need to pray for one another in the Church. We have
Christ’s promise of the reality of the resurrection through His
own death and resurrection. Because He lives, we too shall live.
Beginning with All Saints and All Souls Feast Days, November is the month when we especially
pray for our loved ones who have died; our prayers help them to find their way to the arms of
God.
We pray:
Merciful Father, hear our prayers and strengthen our hope that all our departed brothers and
sisters will share in Your Son Jesus’ resurrection. God of the living, all that lives testifies to
your presence with us. Keep our eyes awake to the people and world around us. Help us see the
good we can do for one another and to be witness to Your mercy. Amen.

Prep News
The preps have settled into onsite learning wonderfully. They have all been successful in
adapting to the school day routines again and re-connecting with their peers. Since returning
onsite, the preps have been engaging in their new Inquiry unit of work, centered around
celebrations and how we all celebrate different things in diverse ways. We have begun linking
our celebrations to our Catholic Faith. To highlight this, on Tuesday we were lucky enough to
visit the church and have some time with Father Nathan to demonstrate and explain the ritual of
Baptism. The preps quickly began to understand how special this Sacrament is, as it initiates you
into the church. In addition the preps have been loving our latest unit of work in Numeracy
about money. They have been immersed in lessons that have allowed them to understand the
features of our currency as well as exchange money for goods. The preps enjoyed setting up little
stores and using their play money to purchase various items. Well done preps on settling back
into school routines so well! We are so proud of you. The Prep Team xx

Middles News
This week the middles were very excited to return to onsite learning. First on their list of things
to do was to check up on their kitchen garden, where learning extends to the outdoors. They
were very happy with how their edible garden is going and are grateful for the wonderful efforts
of our community members such as Russell Sturtevant and Bunnings to keep it in tip top shape
during lockdown.

Seniors News
WE’RE BACK!!!- Even if it was only one day, the Senior School were excited
to see each other face to face.

We began our morning with a ‘wellbeing’ check-in, discussing and reflecting
on their concerns, questions about school and celebrating remote learning
successes. These responses were captured through a ‘Compass Point’
thinking routine.

We all went outside for a game and to celebrate our return with ‘Party
Poppers’

It was all fun until the teachers said, “Now pick up all the mess!”
Some students wrote a poem about
themselves now and in the future.

Teaching & Learning
There is an excited buzz and heart beat within the school again as our students make their
staggered return back into onsite learning. Smiles and happiness on faces are all around as
students and teachers reunite. It makes my heart sing! We hope to continue the Home Learning
routine with nightly reading, words and number practice to be reintroduced. Please support
your child’s learning at home after school, by hearing them read, practicing words and number
facts.
Teachers will be administering end of year assessments as they prepare for end of year reports.
As the remote learning platform took up much of this second semester, student reports will look
slightly different. According to the MACS guidelines, the report will prioritise learning
achievement in the fundamental areas of English and Mathematics. Teachers will provide a
short description of what was taught as well as make a teacher judgement against the Victorian
Curriculum. Teachers will also provide a mark against a 6 point scale with curriculum content
descriptors to demonstrate student progress against a standard of learning.
Religious Education will also be prioritised within the report, as well as a personalised General
Comment to demonstrate student growth in skills and capabilities.
A short description of what was taught in all other areas, such as Inquiry, STEM, Physical
Education, Visual Arts, Performing Arts and Japanese will also be included in the report.
History curriculum content is highlighted in all levels across the school this term. The Prep
students are exploring different festivals and celebrations. Junior students are looking into how
everyday things, like toys and transport, have changed over time. The Middle school are learning
about Australian history, in particular the impact of the arrival of the First Fleet. And our Senior
students are engaging in content centering around the groups that helped shape Australia into
the country it is today.
As the end of the year draws near, special events and celebrations are being planned.
Remembrance day will be a focus in November. The season of Advent will once again be
highlighted as we begin to prepare for the birth of Jesus. We intend to celebrate as a whole
school with Christmas Carols. More information will follow in the coming weeks.
Thank you for your ongoing support as we develop the whole child in partnership.
Melissa Gatt
Teaching and Learning Leader

Adult Supervision Required
SQUID GAMES (MA 15+).
We feel it is important to share this information with you to address concerns raised as we
have noticed a number of students wanting to play Squid Games in the playground.
Even if your child/ren have not watched Squid Games, these scenarios and clips from the
series are played on YouTube, TikTok, and other social media platforms. Please ensure to
monitor your child/ren’s screen time at all times to ensure they do not watch anything
unsuitable.
For more details about Squid Games dangers, and any assistance in the monitoring of your
child/ren’s viewing, please read the following article https://digiisocial.com/lets-talk-squid-game-and-childrens-exposure/
We would like to support our students to make positive and appropriate behaviour choices.

Important Dates to Remember
Keep up to date with what’s happening at school with the community calendar on our website.
Scroll down on our homepage to keep up to date with upcoming events at school. (Please note
events are subject to change, refer to the website for the most up to date information)
https://www.stprepp.catholic.edu.au/

November

December

A reminder that the MACSSIS school improvement survey closes today, Thursday 28th October.
There is still time to complete the survey and send in a screenshot showing you have completed
the survey to office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au for the opportunity to be entered into a draw to win
one of 2 x $100.00 supermarket shopping vouchers. Winners will be announced in the next
school newsletter.

Report a School Absence
If you know that your child is going to be away in advance please send an email to
their class teacher or visit our school website and click the Quick Links tab to fill out
the Report an Absence form.
If it is an unexpected absence please ring the front office on 9401 1157 and let Claire
or Deb know.

Feedback
We are always looking for ways to improve our school community - please email our principal
Mrs Angela Tonkin if you have suggestions or feedback you would like to share. Thank you
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au
All emails will be acknowledged.

