ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thursday 20th October 2022, Week 3, Term 4

NEWSLETTER
Acknowledgment of Country
We acknowledge this land as the Traditional Lands of the Wurundjeri People of the
Kulin nation and we pay our respects to all elders past, present and
emerging.
We will respect the land, animals and waterways, from the roots of
the earth to the tops of the trees.
Thank you for letting us learn and grow on your mother earth. We
understand that if we protect and look after the country, then the
country will look after us.

School Vision
St Peter’s is a faith filled and inclusive community that embraces diversity.
We aspire to engage and empower all to think critically and act justly,
guided by our catholic values, on our journey as lifelong learners.
St Peter’s School Improvement Framework
To empower students to learn
To build teacher pedagogical practices
To strengthen partnerships with families and the wider community

Good afternoon St Peter’s Community,
It has been lovely to see the sun shine this week.
The commencement of week 3, Term 4 signals the return of the summer school
uniform. All students should be in their summer uniform or on designated sports
days their sports uniform.
Stockings and leggings are not part of the summer uniform.
Thank you for ensuring students are wearing the correct shoes with their
uniform.

Our school Art Exhibition was a wonderful display of our students' art work.
Each student selected two pieces of Art to display at the exhibition.

We had many families that came to view the work. Thank you to our wonderful art
teacher Ms. Bek Hunter who worked with our students to create the amazing artwork.
Gold coin donations went towards our new sandpit and soccer goals.
2023 Prep Information Evening.
We had an information evening for our 2023 Prep families last Wednesday night. The
2023 Prep team shared with families the orientation schedule and the transition days at
the start of the 2023 year. The new families had the chance to walk through our art
exhibition on departure.

Prep and Year 2 Learning Spaces

Unfortunately our school experienced flood damage 2 weeks ago as a result of the heavy
downpour of rain. The Year Prep students have had to relocate to different spaces in the
school. Given the amount of water damage the spaces will need to be repainted, new
carpet and plaster work. It is unlikely the Preps will be able to return to their space this
year. The amazing teachers have done a fantastic job relocating and very quickly made
the new space feel like home.
We relocated Year 2SC into the Passive Play and Intervention space. While their room
was not damaged we moved them away from the damp space until it can be
professionally cleaned.
As a result of the water damage the school has decided to update the pipes that will
redirect the water coming off the oval. This is a big job and will require lifting all the
concrete at the Coulstock Street entrance. The work will happen over the January
school holidays. The transformation will also include a new entrance space and a
community gathering area before and after school and outside chairs and tables for the
students to access during the day at Coulstock Street. We will also re do spouting and
down pipes to prevent this happening again.
Middle school sustainability
Our middle school students are enjoying the vegetable garden this term. We have some
delicious vegetables and herbs growing. Each Friday the students are involved in
gardening and taking part in taking the produce from the garden into our student
kitchen.

School Fees
This week I have been working with our school business manager and it has been
highlighted that a number of our families have not completed their school fee
commitment this year. All school fees must be paid by the 28th of October,
please.
Families that have not paid their fees by this date will be contacted by the
school office or myself. Prompt payment will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you to the families that have completed their payment commitment.
Party Bags
Birthdays are a wonderful time of year for everyone.
It has started to become a practice that families ask the office staff or classroom teacher
to distribute party bags for their child. Unfortunately this has become a challenge as our
school has no sharing of food policy and some parents are putting food in the bags. Staff
do not have the time to filter through bags and remove food.
As a result our teachers and the school office team are no longer able to hand out party
bags to class peers. Thank you for your understanding and support. Please contact me if
you have any questions.

We had previously advertised that Friday 9th of
December as a school closure day.
This has changed

All students are to attend school on
Friday 9th of December !!!!
School as usual

Welcome into the school yard
Families are welcome to come into our school yard before and at school pick up.
Families can arrange a meeting space inside the school yard at pick up to avoid
congestion at the gate at the end of the day.
We encourage families to park their car and walk to the school gates to avoid the no
standing signs around the school at pick up time.

Grade 6 Graduation Photo - Change of Date
The new date for the Grade 6 Graduation Photo is now

Thursday 27th October (PM).
The previous date clashed with off site testing for some grade 6 students transitioning
on to secondary school next year. Thank you for your understanding with the change of
date. On this day students are expected to wear their full summer uniform and school
shoes.
Staff changes for 2023
At the end of this year we will farewell Mrs Jane Molinaro.
Jane is a respected and valuable teacher at St Peter’s and has contributed to the new
chapter and mentored many of our younger staff on good teacher practices. Jane has
nurtured our students in middle and senior school and the growth her students have
achieved under her guidance is amazing. I am very fortunate to have worked with Jane
for many years and I wish her and her husband Chris all the very best as they embark on
travelling around Australia. We will see Jane back at St Peter’s on occasions as a
replacement teacher.
We will also farewell Mrs Amy Clifford. Amy has been part of the St Peter's
community for many years. Amy is extremely passionate about the students she teaches
and builds positive relationships with her students and their families. Amy will be
leaving St Peter’s on the 11th of November and embarking on a new career with
Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency. Shelby Chiminello has begun team teaching
with Amy and she will take over teaching Year 2AC when Amy leaves. Amy will
complete all the students' reports prior to leaving. Shelby will add additional
assessment data that is applicable. We wish Amy every success in her new role with
VACCA she will be missed at St Peter’s.
Ms Bek Hunter has decided to return to her family in New South Wales. Bek has
been a dynamic addition to our school community this year and the Art Exhibition
displayed the incredible work she has done with our students. We will certainly miss
Bek but at the same time happy that she will reunite with her family and enable her
young son to get to know his grandparents, aunties, uncles and cousins. We have
employed an art teacher to replace Bek next year.
Mrs Danica Atanasovski will be leaving us at the end of the year. Her and her
husband are excited to be welcoming their fourth child. Danica has worked at St Peter’s
this year as a LSO and as a GRIN tutor. We are grateful for the contribution Danica has
made to challenge and stretch our senior school students. We wish her and her family
all the very best with the new addition to the family.
Ms Jemma Lockyer is taking a year's leave in 2023. Jemma will be travelling around
Australia and overseas. We hope that Jemma has a wonderful time exploring and no
doubt she will bring back many new learnings to her classroom in 2024.

St Peter’s continues to lead the way in STEM Education.
We are one of 5 Catholic schools asked to be part of the project.
Recognising the amazing work we are doing with our students!

MACS teachers work
with Monash Uni to build
STEM expertise
Teachers and curriculum leaders from Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS)
and staff from Monash University continue to collaborate on a project aimed at building
teacher capacity to create challenging, authentic and exciting STEM learning
opportunities for their students.
The three-year project titled ‘#theSTEMproblem’ draws together the key principles for a
successful problem-based learning (PBL) model.
Teachers from five Catholic primary schools and seven secondary colleges are participating in
the project, and working with Monash academics to develop and share expertise as they
co-construct a shared understanding of best practice teaching and learning approaches.
The project, funded by the Australian Government through the Australian Research Council
(ARC), will produce evidence-informed exemplars of powerful school-based PBL practice in
STEM education (Years 5–10), which will also help develop a common teacher professional
language and shared understanding.
By explicitly focusing on further enhancing the quality of STEM learning and teaching across the
system, this project aligns with MACS’ strategic intent to support the full flourishing of all
learners.
The project participants gathered at the Catholic Leadership Centre for a professional learning
day on Friday 14 October.
Queensland counterparts Brisbane Catholic Education and The University of Queensland (UQ)
are also participating in the project.
The participating Melbourne Catholic primary schools are:
●

St Peter’s School, Epping, Clairvaux Catholic School, Belmont; St Fidelis’ School,
Moreland; St Jude the Apostle School, Scoresby; and St Paul the Apostle Catholic
Primary School, Doreen

2023 School Trivia Night: Friday 25th March
Our amazing parents committee is planning a school Trivia Night in
2023 - Term 1.
We are looking for a major sponsor (GOLD SPONSOR) for
the evening.
Sponsorship will include advertising each week in our school
newsletter and our social media page.
We currently have 725
followers on facebook.
The major sponsor will have a display at the Trivia Night and
advertising on each table.
We will also offer SILVER and BRONZE sponsorship packages once
we have established our GOLD sponsor.
All of the money raised will go directly back into our school to enhance
the learning spaces for our students socially, emotionally and
academically.
Please contact me if you are interested in sponsoring our event and
supporting our wonderful school.
Have a lovely weekend
Kindest regards,
Angela Tonkin
Principal
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

Religious Education - Feast of St Luke The Evangelist
On October 18th the Church celebrated the Feast of St Luke
the Evangelist, the patron saint of painters and physicians.
He is the author of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the
Apostles.
St Luke wrote for mainly non-Jewish people with the
intention to prove that Jesus was the Son of God.
The Gospel of Luke reveals our Lord as a man that has come
to minister and show compassion to all people no matter
their circumstances in life. We pray for guidance to show the
same compassion to those in our local and global
communities.
A Prayer to St. Luke the Apostle, for Help to Reflect Christ’s Image
Saint Luke, in your gospel, you show us the beauty of holiness. Help us to reflect the image of
Christ in the way we live our lives.
Saint Luke, pray for us!

Diwali
As a diverse school community, we have many families that celebrate
a rage of religious and cultural festivals throughout the year. This
Monday October 24th many in our school community will be
celebrating the festival of Diwali. Students celebrating this festival are
permitted to wear cultural dress on this day if they choose and can
share cultural and family traditions with their class.
Happy Diwali to our Hindu and Sikh families.
Learning and Teaching News
St. Peter’s is very excited to announce that we have subscribed our Prep and Junior students into
the very popular and successful Reading Eggs and Mathseeds online learning platform.
ABC Reading Eggs and Mathseeds makes learning to read and learning number facts
interesting and engaging for children, with great online reading and maths games and activities.
Teachers will use the online programs within small group activities during their literacy and
numeracy session. The BIG bonus is that students can login to their account and continue their
learning journey, by accessing their assigned activities at their own pace at home. We hope that
accessing this subscription at home will contribute to a more engaging home learning experience
for your child.
Home Learning
Thank you to the many parents who completed the survey sent home previously. We will now
look at all of the responses and use the feedback to help inform us to make decisions about what
Home Learning/HomeWork will look like at St. Peter’s as we prepare for 2023.

St. Peter’s is recognised as an Exemplar School in STEM
We have been invited to present at the annual Kids Conference on 14th November 2022. Our
school principal together with myself, will bring 5 of our senior students with us to Melbourne
University to participate in the conference which will highlight exemplary learning and teaching
in primary school from across the nation. Our 5 selected students have been chosen to represent
St. Peter’s and present what we do in STEM. We are 1 of 2 primary schools chosen to present
under the STEM area.
This is a wonderful acknowledgement for our school; one that I am very proud to announce.
MACS and MONASH Research Project #theSTEMproblem
Last Friday, Racheal Lorkin, Elise Wise and myself
attended the final research project session for 2022
with a team of Monash university professors and
MACS facilitators. During this session, Rachael and I
were invited to share our knowledge and experiences
within STEM learning and teaching. Our expertise
in this research project is highly valued and our
contributions will be added to a publication in the
coming year. Laura Mercuri is also part of the
research team. I look forward to implementing new
initiatives in our STEM learning sessions with our
amazing teaching team.
Library Book Returns and Lost Books
As we approach the end of the school year, you are kindly
reminded to look for any misplaced or lost borrowed
books that your child may not have returned to our school
library. Over the past 2 years, we have invested a
considerable amount of money to build books in our
beautiful school library. The students are responsible for
the books that they borrow and take home.

If any book is not returned by the end of the year, you will
be charged a replacement fee so that the school can
repurchase the book. Please have a careful look for library
books around your home and return them to school as
soon as possible if they are not being read. Thank you.

Thank you for your ongoing support as we work in partnership with the learning and teaching of
your child,
Kind regards,
Melissa Gatt
Learning and Teaching Leader

Wheelchair Basketball
Gracie 5/6 JM- Today the 5/6 students had the privilege to play wheelchair basketball.
Basketball Victoria came and showed us how to move forward, backwards and turn. After we
learnt all the basic skills we moved on to passing. We had to go into 2 lines and passed
forwards and backwards. The students also had an opportunity to practice bouncing and
shooting. After learning all of the skills necessary we got to play a game. We played octopus as
a class and it was very chaotic. We were so lucky to have this amazing opportunity. While
playing we realised how hard it was to not just play basketball in a wheelchair but to simply
live in one. We were only in a wheelchair for an hour and we were already tired. We learnt
how easy our lives are compared to the disabled. We should all be grateful for our ability to
walk without something assisting us.
Emma 5/6 JM- Today, the Senior School students were lucky enough to have the
opportunity to participate in wheelchair basketball. Some members of Basketball Victoria
came to our school and we all got in a wheelchair to practice some easy basketball skills such
as shooting and dribbling, but in wheelchairs.
We started by learning basic wheelchair skills like how to move forward, backwards and how
to turn around safely. After that, we got into 2 lines and practiced our passing skills by
throwing the ball back and forth, and from there we were made to line up and try to shoot
hoops. Following this, we played a fun game of octopus. By engaging in this incursion today,
we quickly realized exactly how hard it was to play basketball in a wheelchair, let alone live in
a wheelchair everyday and we should all be grateful for our ability to walk.

Chloe R 5/6 JM- The year 5/6 students were lucky enough to be able to have the chance
to participate in wheelchair basketball. The people who taught us about wheelchair
basketball were from Basketball Victoria. We learnt how to move forward, backwards,
turn 180 degrees and turn a full 360. We then had to master dribbling. To dribble, we had
to push forward two times to bounce the ball. After we learnt the necessary skills on how
to move the wheelchair and dribble, we had to line up in two lines and played pass the
parcel. Then we had to chest pass the ball to the person opposite to us and continue to the
start of the line and to the end. Sort of like zig-zagging across. Once we finished passing,
we did shooting then played a game of Octopus. Finally when we were finished, we
thanked the people who made time for us and packed our wheelchairs away. When we got
up, our legs felt wobbly and a little stiff. This whole session was packed with fun!
The grade 5 and 6s learnt about how hard it is for the people who are disabled to
maneuver a wheelchair and how tiring it is for their arms.

Wellbeing
Thank you to the Year 6 families that attended the Wonder of Living
presentation last night. This opportunity was provided to families to initiate
open and positive conversations about babies, birth and puberty.
We would like to thank Alison from Open Doors Education for presenting to the
group and to the school staff that attended the evening.

Parents Corner

Online Gaming and Devices Parental Controls
This week we are sharing with our families a short video from the eSafety Commissioner website
about parental controls for online devices and games.
This video is designed to support parents and carers of children aged 4-13 to gain some
understanding of the different controls available so you can make an informed decision of the
settings that are best suited to your family.
https://vimeo.com/612389757

Traffic & Road Safety
The safety of our students is paramount.
● All children deserve to get to school safely.
● Getting children to school safely is everyone’s job
● Think before you park, drive, drop off and pick up.
● Be courteous and aware
● Follow signs, road rules and parking signs. They are there to keep our children safe.
● Be extra careful and patient around schools.
● Slow down and be alert! Children can be unpredictable. Remain careful, especially at the
busy morning and afternoon school times.
Walking together safely to and from school
Messages to share with your children from Prep - 2:
Hold a grown up’s hand when:
You cross the road
You’re on the footpath
You’re in a car park

Messages to share with your children in Years 3 - 6
Use a safe place to cross the road
Stop! Look! Listen! Think! Every time you cross the road and keep checking until safely across.
STOP!
One step back from the kerb
LOOK!
Continuously both ways
LISTEN!
For the sounds of approaching traffic
THINK!
Whether it is safe to cross and keep checking until safely across

Parking and Safety around schools.pdf
Procedure for Reporting an Absence
Thank you to the families that are using the notices@stprepp.catholic.edu.au email account or
the ‘Report an Absence’ link on our website, to notify the school of an absence.
It is not alway possible for teachers to access emails before they mark the morning roll or they
may also be absent. By sending an email to the notices email address, the office staff can make
sure the roll is updated. Please send an email for each day your child is absent, or specify a date
range for their absence. A reason for the absence must be noted.
The exemption from school form is to be completed for students that are absent for more than
10 school days. The form is also available from the school office.
Application for Student Exemption From School.docx (1).pdf

Key Dates Term 4
(Please note dates may be subject to change)

October
Thursday 20th

Melbourne Vixens Excursion - Year 3/4s

Friday 21st

Frozen Friday (icy poles $1 / Zooper Doopers 50c)

Monday 24th

Happy Diwali to our Hindu and Sikh families. Students celebrating this festival are
permitted to wear cultural dress to school on this day

Thursday 27th

Grade 6 Graduation school photo (full summer uniform, school shoes)

Monday 31st

School Closure - Report Writing Day

November

Tuesday 1st

Melbourne Cup - Public Holiday

Tuesday 8th

Uniform shop closed today
Italian Day - Whole School Celebration - Italian Theme Dress - Lunch Pre-order

Wednesday 9th

Prep 2023 Orientation Session 1 - 9.15 - 10.30am
Second hand uniform shop open 8.45 - 10.30am

Friday 11th

Remembrance Day
Frozen Friday (icy poles $1 / Zooper Doopers 50c)

Tuesday 15th

Prep 2023 Orientation Session 2 - Reading to your child workshop 9.15am 10.30am (Parents invited to stay for this session)

Friday 18th

Frozen Friday (icy poles $1 / Zooper Doopers 50c)

Monday 21st

Prep 2023 Orientation Session 3 - Maths with your child workshop (Parents invited
to stay for this session

Friday 25th

Frozen Friday (icy poles $1 / Zooper Doopers 50c)

December
Friday 2nd

Frozen Friday (icy poles $1 / Zooper Doopers 50c)

Thursday 8th

2023 Year 6 students will be involved in bear signing
School Christmas Carols
5pm - food available
6.30pm Carols begin

Friday 9th

All students onsite (no longer a school closure day)

Monday 12th

Year 6 Big Day Out - Arthur’s Seat

Last day for 2022 Year 6 students 3.30pm
Tuesday 13th

Year 6 Graduation Mass 7pm in the church

Rose planting ceremony after mass at school entrance
2023 Moving up Orientation 12.00- 1.30pm
Thursday 15th

Whole School (Prep - Year 5) end of year Mass 10 - 11am
Kaboom Year Prep - Year 5 celebration 11:30am - 1:30pm

Thursday 15th

End of Term 4 - 3.30pm (Grades 1 - 5)

Updating your personal and contact information &
changes to student medical conditions
Do we have your most up to date contact details? If not, please contact the school on
office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au so we can update our records. This includes parent/carers’
name, address, phone numbers, email address and emergency contact details.
Please ensure any changes to student medical conditions are communicated directly to the office
in person or via email. This will help to ensure that appropriate measures are put in place to
manage your child’s medical condition.

