ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thursday 3rd February 2022, Week 2, Term 1

NEWSLETTER
Good afternoon Parents and Caregivers,
The 2022 year is filled with possibilities and hope.
We will embrace our learning from the previous year and enhance new learnings to support the growth of all students
at St Peter’s.

Every student will achieve success at St Peter’s, Epping.
Student wellbeing is at the heart of everything that we do at St Peter’s. I trust this letter will assist parents with
questions as we begin our new year.

Welcome to our new Prep families and families that have entered our
school in different year levels. We thank you for selecting St Peter’s
Epping to nurture your child’s social, emotional and academic growth.

School times
School Gates open at 8.30am (Students supervised on the tiger turf- no ball games)
8.50am - Learning space doors open
8.55am - Students seated for prayer, mediation and taking the attendance roll
9am - Learning begins
11am - Recess break
11.30am - Learning time
1.30pm - Lunch
2.30pm - Learning time
3.30pm - Students dismissed
3.30 - 3.45pm - After school student supervision
School arrival and departure information
School arrival is between 8.30am - 8.50am
School departure and pickup is between 3.30pm - 3.45pm

Parents and caregivers will be able to enter the school grounds in 2022 - however physical distancing must be
enforced.
Unfortunately families can not enter the learning spaces at this time. Parents that enter the school office will be
required to show evidence of a double vaccination and wear a face mask at all times. Thanks for your support and
understanding.
Our students have demonstrated that they can independently enter learning spaces and unpack their belongings to
begin the new day. Moving forward and to maintain a safe COVID environment, parents and caregivers will farewell
and greet students from outside the learning space. Teachers will be at the door for brief conversations. Students
arriving late and leaving early must be signed in and out through the school front office via our attendance iPad.
KISS and DROP
Thank-you for the positive feedback and encouragement we have received as a result of the adjusted school kiss and
drop gate allocation. At all times our priority is to maximise community health and safety.

When using Kiss and Drop
●

Parents / caregivers must remain in the car at all times. Please do not leave the car.

●

On arrival the child’s school bag must be in the cabin of the car and not in the boot.

●

When departing the child enters the car with their school bag.

●

Children must not walk between cars and only exit from the left. Child safety in case of a car suddenly moving
forward in the line.

Please do not use kiss and drop if:
●

Your car has a child safety lock and your child can not exit the car unassisted

●

Your child is in a safety car seat and unable to unbuckle the car seat and exit unassisted

Please park your car safely in a side street and assist your child with car exit and entry to avoid stopping the flow of
the kiss and drop traffic and maximise the safety of all children.
Child safety is paramount and the child safety lock and child safety car seats keep our children safe. Please keep
using these safety devices.
If you park in Coulstock Street and your child needs to cross the road - Please make sure they use the school
crossing. This is teaching our children strategies to cross the road safely and avoid being involved in an accident.
Safety first.

COULSTOCK STREET KISS AND DROP
When using Coulstock Street kiss and drop please enter from the Davidson Street direction
When exiting please drive towards Howard Street and use the roundabout if you need to change direction. Do not U
turn. Do not turn right on exiting.
WEDGE STREET KISS AND DROP
The kiss and drop pick up will be supervised until 3.45pm and students will never be left unattended. I encourage
student pick up to be staggered after 3.30pm to prevent traffic congestion at 3.30pm.
Thank you for your support in maintaining a safe entry and exit.
School Uniform
Term 1: Summer Uniform
Term 2: Winter Uniform
Term 3: Winter Uniform
Term 4: Summer Uniform
Hats are worn from September to May.

Sharing Food
St Peter’s Primary school acknowledges a number of students have food allergies. We enforce a no sharing of food
policy. If students forget their lunch, parents will be contacted and arrangements made. The school does not provide
food for students. Siblings can share food if directed by the parents or caregivers.
Medical Information
It is the parent and caregivers responsibility to share medical information with the school. If medication is required
during the day - parents or caregivers must contact the school and documentation must be completed.
Students with anaphylaxis will be required to provide an epipen to the school and will take responsibility to ensure it is
within the date of expiry.
The Deputy Principal will meet with families of anaphylaxis and asthma each year to ensure the plans are current.

Birthday celebrations
Birthday celebrations are an exciting time of year for every child. Given we have a number of food allergies the school
does not allow for lolly bags or food to be shared or distributed at school for a birthday celebration. If families select to
share a gift with all class mates for a birthday celebration a pencil or a bottle of bubbles is another option. There is no
expectation to share gifts.
Teachers are not able to hand out birthday invitations.
Food and lolly gifts are not permitted to be gifted at Christmas and Easter celebrations.
STEM and Specialist Subjects
Students wear their sport uniform on their designated Physical Education day and class sports day. The teacher will
advise their class of the additional day they are to wear their sport uniform.

Physical Education
Day

Class

Tuesdays

Grade 1 Amber Mallia (1AM)
Grade 2 Jemma Lockyer (2JL)
Grade 2 Amy Clifford & Susie Camilleri (2AC & 2SC)
Grade 3/4 Billy Guler (3/4 BG)
Grade 3/4 Louise Pasquali & Mikeala Selaindinakos (3/4 LP & MS)

Wednesdays

Grade 1 Elise Wise (1EW)
Grade 1 Louise Pantano (1LP)
Grade 3/4 Tori Davies (3/4 TD)
Grade 5/6 Jane Molinaro (5/6 JM)
Grade 5/6 James Warren (JW)

Thursdays

Grade 3/4 Sophie Chepanidis
Prep Gabby Vandekolk (Prep GV)
Prep Grace Condidorio (Prep GC)

Fridays

Interschool Sport - Grades 5/6 (Schedule to be confirmed)

School Absence
If your child is absent from school the school office needs to be informed. Our school website has provision for an
absent notice to be placed or a phone call to our office in the morning.
The school office will contact parents and caregivers if there is an unexplained absence.
This is to ensure the health and safety of students at St Peter's.
School emails
Emails are an effective tool of communication.
Emails assist partnership in supporting the social, emotional and wellbeing of our students.

Home school partnerships are valued at St Peter’s.
Teachers are directed to not reply to school emails after their contracted work hours.
Teachers are also directed to not read or respond to emails on weekends.
I trust our school community will appreciate time constraints of the school day, and will respect a 48 hour period of
response to emails from teachers and school leadership.
If the matter is urgent please contact the school via phone for a more immediate response to an urgent concern.
Alternatively a parent or caregiver can make an appointment with the classroom teacher to discuss matters.
Thank you for your support.

Sunscreen Students are encouraged to apply their own sunscreen each morning before entering the
school site. Sunscreen bottles are available in the school and students can access the tubs and apply their
own sunscreen. Teachers / staff can not apply sunscreen to students. Between September and May
students are required to wear a sun hat when outside.
Mobile Phones
Students are discouraged from bringing personal mobile phones to school each day.
If parents insist phones are carried by students, they must be placed in the students bag as soon as they
enter the school site. The phone must be turned off.
Students wearing smart watches linked to devices will be asked to remove the bluetooth message
enabling. Students will be asked to disconnect the phone and watch.

Under no circumstances are students permitted to use phones while on the school site.
The school takes no responsibility for the loss, damage or theft of student mobile phones.
Students have the option of handing their phone to the teacher at the start of the day and locked in the staff planning
room and returned at the end of the day. Again the school takes no responsibility for the loss, damage or theft of
student mobile phones.
If a child is seen using their phone while on the school site it will be confiscated by the staff and the parents /
caregivers will need to collect the phone from the principal at an arranged time.
STUDENT PERSONAL EQUIPMENT
DRINKS: Children are encouraged to bring a plastic drink bottle of water to school. Canned drinks and glass bottles are
not to be brought to school.
JEWELLERY: Students are permitted to wear * Only one stud earrings in ear lobes are permitted. (Sleepers and fancy earrings are an acknowledged safety risk).
On P.E./Sports Days earrings should either be covered or not worn at all. (No responsibility will be accepted by the
school for the loss or damage to expensive earrings or for injuries sustained due to the wearing of earrings.)
Nose rings need to be covered or not worn at all during school days.
* A watch or religious medal may be worn inside clothing.
BICYCLES: Bicycles are NOT permitted to be ridden in the school grounds. Children who ride to and from school must

walk their bicycles in/out of the playground. Each child is responsible for locking his/her bicycle to the rack. Children
who ride bicycles to school are required by law to wear a protective helmet.
TOYS/EQUIPMENT: Parents are urged to use their discretion in allowing children to bring toys to school. Electronic
games,etc. are not allowed to be brought to school. No responsibility will be taken by teachers for expensive items that
are lost, stolen or damaged.
HAIR: Students with hair that sits on their shoulders are required to tie their hair back in a ponytail. We encourage
hair to be pulled off the face.
School Assembly
School assemblies will return when the COVID restrictions lift.
There will be a school assembly every two weeks on a Monday between 2.30 - 3.15pm in the Galilee space. The
assembly will be every odd week of the term.
The school will notify the school community when COVID restrictions allow parents / caregivers to attend the
assembly.
Agreed ways awards will be given to students each week. The student name will be printed in the school newsletter
the following week. Parents will not be notified prior to the assembly if their child is to receive an award.
School House Teams
At St Peter’s the students are placed in house teams.
In consultation with the students the house colours were given names of significance
Yellow House: Goold
Red House: Mc Carter
Green House: Samaritan
Blue House: McKillop
Together with the St Peter's staff we look forward to working in partnership with you. During the January break
significant improvements have been made to the learning spaces to enhance the learning of all students. We have
keept ourpromise to have small class sizes to ensure our students have the best access to differentiated teaching.
COVID update
Please click on the link that was sent home last week informing parents of our COVID procedures. All students in Years
3-6 need to supply their own mask. Students in Years Prep - 2 are recommended to wear a face mask while inside the
classroom.
We encourage COVID RAT tests on a Tuesday and Thursday morning.
28th January letter for families - COVID Procedures
Thank-you for entrusting our staff to nurture the learning of your children.
All students are back on site on Friday 4th of February.
Kindest regards,
Angela Tonkin
Principal
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

Introducing our 2022 Specialist Classes Teaching Team
Welcome to the 2022 St Peter’s Physical Education Program
Introducing Mrs. Christine Moore
Hi, My name is Christine Moore and I am the PE and Interschool Sport Coordinator
for 2022. I am a wife and the mother to two teenage daughters. I joined the St
Peters family last year and have loved getting to know our students. I’m now
looking forward to focusing on building community connections. I would love to
hear from any parents or members of our community who are involved in sports
outside of school or who are keen to be involved in our school sport programmes.
cmoore@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to the 2022 St Peter’s Visual Arts Program
Introducing Miss Bek Hunter
Hello families and students! My name is Bek Hunter (Miss Hunter) and I am VERY excited to be your visual
arts teacher this year at St. Peter’s. I have been a year 5/6 & highschool teacher for many years now and I
love watching children’s confidence grow and their personalities shine through the arts. When I’m not at
school I love spending time at the park with my little boy and our dog Mali and heading home to the Blue
Mountains.
I cannot wait to get started on our creative journey together in the art room where we can try new things,
challenge ourselves and learn together. In the famous words of Dr. Seuss - “You’ll never be bored when you
try something new. There’s really no limit to what you can do!”

This year in the art space we would love your child to have access to all different art materials BUT it may get messy!
We kindly ask that you send an art smock to school with your child in the coming weeks. This can be an old tshirt or an
art smock from a shop. Large shirts often work best!

Thank you for your assistance.
Bek Hunter

Welcome to the 2022 St Peter’s STEM & DigiSTEM Program
Introducing Ms Rachael Lorkin
Hi! My name is Rachael Lorkin (Ms Lorkin). I have joined St Peter’s this year as part of the
STEM Specialist Team. Over the last 6 years I have been a Performing Arts Specialist (Dance &
Drama) and I am excited about the next chapter of my career being part of the STEM team. I
am a very passionate teacher and love nothing more than to see children grow over the
years, and being a specialist teacher gives me that opportunity. Out of school, I am also a
mum of 2 girls, a calisthenics coach and love going on holidays…in the sun!

Introducing Laura Mercuri
Welcome back to another exciting school year here at St Peter’s.
It is so rewarding being part of such a dedicated and enthusiastic group of people who are
all striving towards the same goal in educating our students in their academic, social and
faith life so that they reach their full potential.
I am super excited this year to be implementing Italian across the school and focusing on
Digi STEM for Years 3 to Year 6.
I love spending time with family and friends and going to the football with my son Jonah and
watching the Mighty Blues. I am pretty certain that Carlton will finish top eight this year.

SUSAN McCLEAN Cyber Night
GROWING UP ONLINE
Cyber Safety Night with Susan McLean
It is an expectation that one member from each family
attends this online zoom presentation.
What is your child doing online?
An educational session for Parents and Carers.
Susan’s unparalleled knowledge leaves audiences shocked at the reality of the online world.
It is a wake up call to even the most switched on parent and is delivered with Susan's famous & nonsense
approach.
The session will cover the positive benefits of technology as well as what parents need to be aware of:
❖ Cyberspace 101. The reality of the online world. It’s not a matter of if – rather than when.
❖ What are kids doing online? Learn the latest apps and platforms your kids are either on.
❖ Online Grooming. What is it and when/how does it occur?
❖ What are the warning signs &amp? What to do if you suspect this is happening to your child?
❖ Cyberbullying. What it is, where it happens, what it looks like, how to prevent it and what to do if it occurs.
Also the legal consequences and the possible criminal charges.
❖ Problematic Gaming. How to manage digital devices in your home.

** Please note that part of our St Peter’s Technology User Agreement, parents and/or
carers are required to attend information nights.

Cyber Safety NIGHT
When: Wednesday 9th February
Time: 6.30pm
Location: ZOOM
Simply click on the link
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74995988124?pwd=iP2C1ZN8Nyqd3_7i51
mP9skMtZAK4E.1
Cost: FREE

Education & Faith
As we embark on a new school year, let us take some time to pray for all in our school community…..

Lord, thank you for the unique gifts of each and every student, parent, carer and teacher at St Peter’s. As we all
transition into a new school year, fill us with a fresh enthusiasm and a heart that is excited to learn and grow. Cover us
with your enduring love, give us the confidence to persevere through the trials and bless us with wisdom,
understanding and a heart to serve as we embark on our 2022 journey together.
Amen
2022 Sacrament Dates
Below are the dates for the celebration of the Sacraments in 2022. All of our
Sacrament celebrations will be taking place in St Peter’s Church. Information for
each of the Sacraments will be shared with students and their parents/carers
closer to the time of their celebration.

Sacrament

Date

Time

First Reconciliation

Tuesday March 8th, 2022

5pm

First Eucharist

Saturday May 21st, 2022

12pm

Confirmation

Thursday June 2nd, 2022

7pm

Wellbeing
At the beginning of the school year each class has a focus on developing relationships and a safe learning environment
and school for all of the St Peter’s Community.
Over the next few weeks each class will revisit and engage in learning about our school values; Respect, Positivity,
Responsibility and Persistence which we remember using our S.T.A.R acronym

Show respect
Think positively
Act responsibly
Remember to persist and bounceback

Each class will also revisit and discuss our 5 whole school Agreed Ways. These agreed ensure that ALL are happy and
safe at St Peter’s School

Agreed Ways
Follow all staff directions.
Treat property and the environment with care.
Listen and speak respectfully.
Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. Only touch in kindness.
Walk safely around the school.
School social media accounts and our school website
Each week a number of posts on our school social media facebook and instagram accounts give the community an
insight into what is happening at St peter’s Epping. If you do not have a social media account you can always log into
our school website and scroll through the photos and read the information.
Please email the school if you do not want your child’s photo to be on our social media site. Thank you

KEY DATES TERM 1
February
Friday 4th

All students commence preps attend 9.30am - 1.30pm

Wednesday 9th

Cyber Safety Night 6.30pm (Zoom) No preps at school (preps will be rostered to
come in for one on one testing)

Wednesday 16th

No preps at school (preps will be rostered to come in for one on one testing)

Friday 18th

Practice Lockdown Drill

Wednesday 23rd

No preps at school (preps will be rostered to come in for one on one testing)

March
Tuesday 1st

Shrove Tuesday Prep Buddy Picnic (postponed)

Wednesday 2nd

Ash Wednesday Mass No preps at school (preps will be rostered to come in for
one on one testing)

Tuesday 8th

First Reconciliation, 5pm

Wednesday 9th

No preps at school (preps will be rostered to come in for one on one testing)

Monday 14th

Public Holiday - Labour Day. School Closed

Tuesday 15th

School Photos Maths Family Engagement 3.30 - 5pm

Wednesday 16th

Prep attendance at school whole day

Wednesday 23rd

Prep attendance at school whole day

Wednesday 30th

Prep attendance at school whole day Prep (2023) Information Night 7pm

April
Wednesday 6th

Prep attendance at school whole day

Friday 8th

End of Term. Students finish 1.30pm

Report a School Absence
If you know that your child is going to be away in advance please send an email to
their class teacher or visit our school website and click the Quick Links tab to fill out
the Report an Absence form.
If it is an unexpected absence please ring the front office on 9401 1157 and let Claire or Deb know.

Feedback
We are always looking for ways to improve our school community - please email our principal Mrs Angela
Tonkin if you have suggestions or feedback you would like to share. Thank you
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au
All emails will be acknowledged.

Have your contact details changed?
Please don’t forget to inform the school office if your personal contact
details need updating, phone numbers, address, email etc. It is important
we are able to contact either parent / guardian in the event of an
emergency and will ensure communications are directed to the correct contact.
An email can be sent to office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

