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Acknowledgment of Country

We acknowledge this land as the Traditional Lands of the

Wurundjeri People of the Kulin nation and we pay our respects to all

elders past, present and emerging.

We will respect the land, animals and waterways, from the roots of

the earth to the tops of the trees.

Thank you for letting us learn and grow on your mother earth. We

understand that if we protect and look after the country, then the country will look after us.

School Vision

St Peter’s is a faith filled and inclusive community that embraces diversity.

We aspire to engage and empower all to think critically and act justly, guided by

our catholic values, on our journey as lifelong learners.

St Peter’s School Improvement Framework

To empower students to learn

To build teacher pedagogical practices

To strengthen partnerships with families and the wider community

Principal Report

Good afternoon Parents and Caregivers,

We are almost halfway through Term 3. It is hard to believe how fast this year is going!!

I have received three quotes for our new sandpit and sensory play area and accepted the quote from

Prince Constructions today. We anticipate the project will be completed over the September school

holidays.  The soccer goals have been ordered and we look forward to the arrival in the coming weeks.

We are still waiting on the delivery confirmation date for the prizes from our colour fun run.

Once again I thank all families for their support in our fundraising efforts.

Unfortunately we have had a considerable increase in student and staff COVID cases this term.



We have implemented several COVID safe measures, such as air purifiers, improved ventilation and mask

wearing based on advice from the Victorian Government that they will reduce the transmission of

COVID-19 and help keep staff and students safe.

These measures will remain in place for the rest of winter to ensure that St Peter’s can remain as safe as

possible. Please keep your child at home if they are unwell. Students are encouraged to wear face masks

while indoors at school. We moved our school assembly to a zoom platform today to reduce whole school

gatherings and limit the spread of the virus.

Commitment to Child Safety - CECV

The Minister for Education has issued Ministerial Order No. 1359 – Implementing the Child Safe

Standards – Managing the risk of child abuse in schools. It outlines minimum requirements schools must

meet to comply with the new Child Safe Standards replacing the previous Ministerial Order.

In line with this, the school has updated their policies and procedures which are available on the schools

Website. We recommend families read these documents as you have an obligation to comply with them.

I have also included the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria, Statement of Commitment to Child

Safety to reflect the Child Safe standards and Ministerial Order 1359.

CECV Statement of Commitment to Child Safety.pdf

Please do not hesitate to contact the school for any questions you may have in relation to Ministerial

Order and associated school policies and procedures.

I am very appreciative of the work Sara Brundell and Claire Toner are putting in place to ensure this

policy documentation is compliant and implemented by staff and the school community.

Upcoming school closure days - no students on site

Our school has two school closure days this term.

All schools in the Melbourne Catholic Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS) Northern Region were

allocated an additional school closure day in Term 3 to allow for teachers professional learning given the

additional expectations to comply with the requirements under the current award for catholic schools.

Term 3 St Peter’s school closure:

Friday August 12th:

1. Staff will be completing Education and Faith Learning Modules to ensure all staff are compliant

with the required Faith Development Professional Learning hours set out by MACS.

2. Indigenous Perspective Learning embedded in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths

(STEM) and Inquiry learning on site. Facilitated by Shelly Ware.

Monday August 29th:

1. Staff will be off site.

Staff will be off site visiting the National Gallery of Victoria and the Ian Potter Gallery.  Staff will

be attending professional learning workshops at both galleries.  This learning will empower staff

with new knowledge to ensure Indigenous (First Australians), Australian and European history

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TpWkRQin1k7jo7wWpGaR7gRu-8g7Gwm5/view?usp=sharing
https://www.stprepp.catholic.edu.au/policies


through lines are embedded in our Education and Faith story and student Inquiry, STEM

investigations.

‘Extend’ Child Care will be made available and families will have the option for onsite care if required.

Please ring the school office if you require more information regarding this service.

Returning in 2023

The new chapter at St Peter’s is certainly being embraced by the Epping community.

We are moving towards straight year levels over the next 4 years and we will continue with small class

sizes. Please notify the school if you will not be returning to St Peter's in 2023 as we have a

number of families on waiting lists for year levels throughout the school.  Thank you

100 Days inPrep

On Friday 5th of August our year Prep students will be Celebrating 100 days in Prep. The amazing Prep

team has arranged some exciting activities and a special lunch. Photos will be posted on our school

facebook account.

Opening of School Building

On Thursday 11th of August we will celebrate the opening of our school administration block.  This

building was completed in 2020.  Due to COVID restrictions the opening was delayed.  There will be a

brief school assembly and the minister of Thomastown will officially open the new building.

Year 5/6 Camp

Our Year 5/6 students will be attending a Sovereign Hill Camp from Monday 15th  - 17th August. Our

students will be staying on the Sovereign Hill site and be taking part in activities each day in the gold

fields.  This is a really exciting opportunity for our students to engage and  develop a rich understanding

of life and experiences on the Australian gold fields. Thank you to the Teachers and Learning Support

Officers that will attend the camp and support our senior school students for 3 days.

Follow our social Media Account on Facebook and see what’s happening at our school in

different year levels throughout the week.

Kind regards,

Angela Tonkin

Principal

atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

mailto:atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au


Religious Education

Feast of Mary of the Cross MacKillop - Monday August 8th 2022

On Monday, we celebrate the feast of Australia’s first saint,

Mary of the Cross MacKillop.

Mary MacKillop was born on January 15th, 1842. Her parents,

Alexander MacKillop and Flora MacDonald were Scottish

immigrants and she was the eldest of eight children.

After leaving school, Mary worked as a governess, looking after

children to help support her family. At the age of eighteen, she

met Fr Julian Tenison Woods in Penola, South Australia.

Together they opened the first Jospehite School in a disused

stable in 1866. Mary wanted all children to receive an education, especially those that were less fortunate.

In 1871, Mary was excommunicated by Bishop Shiel due to a conflict over educational matters but this

was lifted in 1872 and she was free to continue her work. In her later years, Mary spent most of her time

travelling, opening orphanages, schools and hospitals to help those people who were most in need.

Mary suffered a severe stroke and was confined to a wheelchair in the latter part of her life. She passed

away on August 8th, 1909.

Mary MacKillop was an inspiring woman. On January 9th, 1995, Pope John Paul II announced that she

would become Australia’s first saint. She was declared a Saint by Pope Benedict XVI on October 17th,

2010.

O God, source of all goodness,

who have shown us in Saint Mary a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross,

teach us, we pray, by her example to live the gospel in changing times

and to respect and defend the human dignity of all in our land.

Through our Lord.

Amen

As a family you may like to reflect on the story of Mary MacKillop and think about how you and others

live by her example.

Reflection Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8HN2qb4a_Y&t=266s


Grandparents/Special Person’s Afternoon

On Friday July 22nd the St

Peter’s School community

welcomed our Grandparents

and Special People to a fun

afternoon.

The students worked in mixed levels

across the school and our special

guests joined in a prayer as well as

some activities. Students then took

their special guest on a school tour.

Thank you to those that were able to join us for this afternoon.

We are very grateful for all the special people in our lives that help us

each and every day.

Child Safety

St Peter’s School works as a community to ensure the safety of all students. Staff engage in dialogue

around the Child Safe Standards.  As a community we work with students in learning about their rights

and responsibilities linking this to their everyday lives, at school, home in the community and online.

We all have the right feel safe at St Peter’s

Student Check Ins

Student wellbeing is at the centre of all that we do at St Peter’s. With this in mind we have developed a system

in each classroom to monitor how safe each student is feeling at school. Students check in 3 times a day ranking

how they feel. Teachers then use this data to initiate independent or small group conversations to support the

students at their point of need. The students are using their learning about body clues from our Child Safety

Week activities to support them with this process.



Lunch Clubs
Day Activity Place This term we have lunch clubs available for students. These clubs provide

an opportunity for students to explore different interests and interact with

different students during their break times. They have been very

successful. We look forward to continuing the lunch clubs throughout the

remainder of the year with the support of our senior school leaders.

Monday Drawing Club Maths Hub

Tuesday Story Time Library

Wednesday Board Games (yr

3-6)

Library

Thursday Italian Club STEM Space

Friday Group Games

(P-2)

Galilee Space

Teaching and Learning

Parent Helpers - Thank you

Thank you to the parents who attended the Parent Helper workshop

last week.  It is so pleasing to know that we have such a supportive

community of helpers wanting to support our students to learn and

grow.  Parent Helpers need to have a valid working with children

check and are also checked by contacting their referees.  St. Peter’s

welcomes our new parent helpers and thanks them for their

commitment.

Senior Students: Drug Education Guest Speaker Sharon Torpey

This term the senior school students are inquiring into human body systems.

Their big idea is: ‘Our Body Is a Complex Machine.’ The students are

developing an understanding of different body systems and are exploring the

different ways that they can care for their bodies. They are also analysing how

the media plays a role in influencing their decision making in regards to their

bodies, as well as how chemicals and substances found in cigarettes, for

example, can harm and affect body

growth, development and overall

health.

On Monday we welcomed Sharon

Torpey; the Founder and Director of

Drug Education Australia, a leading

provider of high-quality, factual drug

education. Sharon presented an engaging and informative

mailto:sharontorpey1@gmail.com


conversation with our senior students teaching them how to make safer, healthier decisions while they

enjoy growing independence.

If you would like to read more about this and learn about the facts around substance use, please click on

these links:

Quit_Infographic_Myths_for_Teens_2021_xzq4P8a (3).pdf

Quit_Infographic_Health_Risks_for_Teens_2021_xhYch5a (3).pdf

MACS STEM MAD SHOWCASE: August 4th

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) is showcasing

STEM projects from both Primary and Secondary schools. I am

pleased to announce that St. Peter’s will be taking 2 groups of

senior school students to represent our school in 2 categories.

A group of students will be entering their plane that they

constructed during their aviation inquiry and are hopeful that

they have designed and constructed the fastest flying plane.

Another group of students have been

selected to showcase their STEM inquiry

that has aimed to solve a real world

problem. A BIG thankyou to our senior school teachers, Mrs. Jane

Molinaro, Miss. Emma Perri and Mr. James Warren for their guidance,

amazing teaching instruction and facilitation to fulfil their aviation

inquiry.  Equally, BIG gratitude goes to our STEM teachers, Ms. Laura

Mercuri and Ms. Rachael Lorkin who have delivered exceptional teaching

opportunities for the students to work through a design thinking process,

think critically, fly drones all the whilst keeping the students engaged in

their learning and having fun doing so.  Good luck senior students!!

Science Week: August 15th - 21st 2022

The school theme for National Science Week in 2022 is

Glass: More than meets the eye.

Here is a link to FREE local community events that you

might like to consider as a family to attend: Science Week

Free community events.

In our next newsletter I will be adding some fun science

activities that you may like to choose to do at home with your

child/ren. At school, we will be showcasing STEM learning with an expo on Tuesday 30th

August. Please pop this date in your diaries.  More information to follow.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14vJ-nsgrbiZiWjlAz1wtdXXyKuFdwEVr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ulPnkD9taju7Fp49X8x-itqbAXKW6tCK/view?usp=sharing
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/find-events/?location-string=3076&location-id=&location-postcode=&location-suburb=&location-state=&location-type=&location-lat=&location-lng=&event-type=local&event-list-page=1&keyword=&date-range=
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/find-events/?location-string=3076&location-id=&location-postcode=&location-suburb=&location-state=&location-type=&location-lat=&location-lng=&event-type=local&event-list-page=1&keyword=&date-range=


BOOK WEEK: August 22nd - Friday 26th 2022

I have to admit, one of my most favourite weeks in the school year would

have to be book week. This year's theme is ‘Dreaming with eyes open.’

Our school Librarian Mrs. Louise Pasquali has organised and booked many

fun and engaging activities for our students, including guest Author

speakers, pantomime shows and a book fair.  We are especially excited

about the much loved ‘Character Dress Up Parade’ which will be

held at school on Monday 22nd August. So start planning your

costume as we really look forward to seeing the excitement and joy on our

students faces.  More information about the book fair will follow.

So there is a lot happening in August.  Please keep an eye out on Operoo for

reminders, dates and special information so that you are well informed.

But as always, if you have questions or need any assistance in learning more about what your child/ren

will be engaging in at school, please feel welcome to contact me.

Stay safe and warm,

Melissa Gatt

mgatt@stprepp.catholic.edu

Physical Education

This week, the middles are participating in a softball skills training session with Softball Victoria.

Qualified coaches will work with students to develop an understanding of softball.

Softball Victoria is also offering a great 'Home Run Heroes' program aimed at 4-10 year olds outside of

school for families.

This is Softball Australia’s new Junior Participation program. Home run Heroes (Sidekicks) for 4-7 year

old’s and Home Run Heroes (Superheroes) for 7-10 year old’s.

Northern District Softball Association will be running the programs for 6 weeks from Friday 12 August –

Friday 16 September from 6.00pm- 7.00pm at Mill Park Recreation Reserve, Mill Park.

If you are interested in finding out more about this programme, including costs, contact Kerry Laird on

0423 661 860 or email her on kerrylaird626@gmail.com

mailto:mgatt@stprepp.catholic.edu


The teaching of time is an important part of the mathematics curriculum. Over the

last few weeks, our Year 2 students have been learning all about the measurement of

time.

They have explored how to read digital and analogue clocks. They also investigated

how calendars work and how time is sequenced into days of the week and months of

the year.

Some of the students in 2SC shared their learning from the unit

‘I liked using the clocks to make different times, you can move the hands’ Nass

‘I used to call the hands on the clock the long hand and the short

hand, but now I use their proper names - the hour hand is the

short hand and the shorter word, the minute hand is the long

hand and it’s the longer word.’ Angie

‘Some months have 30 days and some have 31 days. I can tell by

using my knuckles. February is the only one that has 28 days.’

Michelle

Have you ever heard of using your knuckles to work out how many days each

month has??

If you are interested, here is a link to a youtube

video showing how this trick works!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6Ma0D-fN38

Mrs Whitbread

Numeracy Leader

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6Ma0D-fN38


Digital Technology News

eSafety provides free webinars for parents and carers with the knowledge, skills and tools to support

children to have safe, positive online experiences.

The next two webinars will be about Popular apps

Parents and carers will learn about TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat and YouTube and ways to help their

children stay safe online.  This webinar is designed for parents and carers of young people aged 8 to 13.

Tuesday 16 August 7:30 to 8:30 pm

Or

Thursday 25 August 12:30 to 1:30 pm

It will cover:

● case studies, research and targeted advice

● ways of supporting the young people in your life to have safe, enjoyable online experiences.

Please click here to register

eSmart Digital License; Year 5/6 Students

St Peter’s are committed to the safety of our students. Our commitment to this extends

to teaching the students about their online presence and cybersafety.

To support the senior students in this area, we have purchased a program ‘eSmart

Digital License’. The program offers an engaging online platform for students to

explore an interactive story. Through the platform the students

are able to engage in learning materials and relatable scenarios

as well as reflect on their own experiences with technology to

support them in building their digital intelligence and to

support them in dealing with the challenges of a digital world.

The students will engage in this learning with teachers, with a focus being on

discussion and questions. This will ensure that all students are receiving the

most from the content and open up ongoing conversation between students and

teachers in this area.

Laura Mercuri

Digital Technologies Learning Leader

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5639946412689525773


Our Teaching and Learning Leader, Mrs. Melissa Gatt has once again been selected as a keynote

speaker, joining a panel of educators presenting on STEM education.  Melissa will be speaking as a

co-researcher at the Monash STEMinar during Science Week.  She will be joining a panel of other

co-researchers and professors who will speak about the challenges that educators face in integrating

problem-based learning in STEM across the curriculum.

We are very excited for Melissa and feel privileged that she is representing our school, St. Peter’s as an

example of a highly effective school in the STEM space.



Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools – School Improvement

Surveys (MACSSIS).

Monday 29 August – Friday 16 September 2022

Throughout each year, we pause to listen to our students, families and staff to

gauge how our learning community is travelling. This feedback is invaluable to our progress as effective

school communities and is backed by evidence-based research and best practices. A significant and

formal way in which we engage and gather data is through MACSSIS, the Melbourne Archdiocese

Catholic Schools – School Improvement Surveys. MACSSIS is a set of surveys that have been built

specifically for Catholic schools in Melbourne by the Learning Services team at MACS, in partnership with

researchers at Learning First and in wide consultation with principals in our schools.

In 2022, students, families and staff are invited to participate in MACSSIS via our secure and

purpose-built online platform. The online platform is where our school leaders will access the summary

reports that visualise the results of the student, family and staff surveys. The MACSSIS survey platform is

operated by an independent supplier, ORIMA Research Pty Ltd. The platform meets with the high

security and privacy standards for handling student and school data. Participating schools are in the

process of updating their privacy policy to ensure school communities are fully informed and protected.

Students at our school will be provided with supervised sessions, where teachers are on hand to help and

answer any questions. Families and staff can complete the survey anytime over the three-week window

via an emailed link and password. Feedback has indicated that previous surveys were completed across a

range of mobile devices and different web browsers. Schools will be providing more information about

MACSSIS throughout the term.

Our community’s opinions are critical to understanding how our school is performing – MACSSIS is a key

data source for guiding the ongoing work to improve our school. All participation is invited, welcomed

and 100 per cent voluntary. The surveys are not a test; they are an inclusive way to support the work we

are already doing to improve our school. Everyone has the right to refuse to participate, or withdraw from

the survey at any point before, during or after completion of the survey. Please notify the school if your

child does not wish to participate. If you would like more information, please contact the school.

Procedure for Reporting an Absence

Thank you to the families that are using the notices@stprepp.catholic.edu.au email account or the ‘Report

an Absence’ link on our website, to notify the school of an absence.

It is not alway possible for teachers to access emails before they mark the morning roll or they may also

be absent. By sending an email to the notices email address, the office staff can make sure the roll is

updated. Please send an email for each day your child is absent, or specify a date range for their absence.

mailto:notices@stprepp.catholic.edu.au


Updating your personal and contact information & changes to

student medical conditions

Do we have your most up to date contact details?  If not, please contact the school on

office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au so we can update our records. This includes parent/carers’ name,

address, phone numbers, email address and emergency contact details.

Please ensure any changes to student medical conditions are communicated directly to the office in

person or via email. This will help to ensure that appropriate measures are put in place to manage your

child’s medical condition.

Key Dates Term 3

August

Tuesday 2nd Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Thursday 4th Musical Features Incursion - Seniors

Thursday 4th

School Assembly (no whole school gathering) 2.30pm.  Parent attendance via

zoom

Friday 5th Softball Incursion

Friday 5th 100 Days of Prep Celebration

Tuesday 9th Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Thursday 11th School Assembly 9.30am

Thursday 11th Advisory Board Meeting - 7pm

Friday 12th School Closure Day - Staff Professional Development

Mon 15 - Wed 17 Year 5/6 Camp - Sovereign Hill

Tuesday 16th Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Mon 22 - Fri 26 BOOK WEEK - Dreaming With Eyes Open

Tues 23 - Tues 30 Book Fair at St Peter’s

Monday 22nd Book Week dress up parade - Galilee Space

Tuesday 23rd Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Wednesday 24th R.A. Spratt Author visit (Years 3 - 6)

Wednesday 24th Parent Committee Meeting 2.30 - 3.30pm

Thursday 25th Open classroom for storytime - parents invited to attend

Thursday 25th Semper Dental visit

mailto:office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au


Friday 26th Semper Dental visit

Friday 26th The Bremen Town Musicians Incursion (Prep - Year 2)

Monday 29th School Closure Day - Staff Professional Development

Tuesday 30th STEM Exhibition 8.30am - 9am + 3.30pm - 5pm (no uniform shop on this day)

Wednesday 31st Fathers day gift packing 1.30 - 3.30pm (parent helpers)

September

Thursday 1st Fathers Day Gift Stall (9 - 11am)

Friday 2nd Dads & Donuts afternoon 2.30 - 3.30pm - Galilee Space

Tuesday 6th Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Tuesday 13th Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Thursday 15th

Footy Day - Dress up as your favourite sports hero. Wear football or your favourite

sports outfit. $2 gold coin donation

Hot lunch provided - sausage sizzle (or meat free option)

Friday 16th End of Term 3 - 1.30pm finish






