
 

ST PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL  

NEWSLETTER Week 2, Term 3 
Thursday 31st July 2025 

 
St Peter’s School Improvement Goals 

To design and implement a knowledge rich, evidence informed teaching and learning program. 
To strengthen the Catholic identity of the school through a rich coherent learning and teaching program. 

 
Sara Brundell: Daughter, Wife, Mother, Teacher, School Leader, Colleague and a Friend  

Acknowledgment of Country 
We acknowledge this land as the Traditional Lands of the Wurundjeri People of the 

Kulin nation and we pay our respects to all elders past, present and emerging. 
We will respect the land, animals and waterways, from the roots of the earth to the 

tops of the trees. 
Thank you for letting us learn and grow on your mother earth. We understand that if we protect and look after 

the country, then the country will look after us. 

 



School Vision 
St Peter’s is a faith filled and inclusive community that embraces diversity. 

We aspire to engage and empower all to think critically and act justly, guided by our catholic values,  
on our journey as lifelong learners. 

 

Principal Report  
This has been one of the most difficult weeks of my professional career leading the school through the 

grief and loss of a staff member and friend.   

I first met Sara Brundell five years ago, at the beginning of my journey as Principal here at St Peter’s. At 

the time, our school was entering a period of change — a time to rebuild and renew our vision as a vibrant 

place of learning, faith and connection. From the very beginning, Sara stood beside me on that journey. 

She held tightly to the heart of what made St Peter’s special and embraced the new chapter with open 

arms and unwavering support. 

Those who had the privilege of knowing Sara will remember her unmistakable laugh — full of joy, warmth 

and life. It could lift a room and brighten even the heaviest of days. But even more than that, she had an 

extraordinary way of caring for others. Whether it was a quiet “You got this?” in passing or a gentle “Are 

you okay?” During a tough moment, Sara always made time to check in. She genuinely listened without 

judgement and offered support when needed.  

Sara never sought recognition. She simply showed up — every day, with love, dedication, and quiet 

strength. Whether she was greeting students in the morning or ensuring their safety in the afternoon, 

Sara’s presence was constant and comforting. She assisted students that had friendship problems or was 

that comforting ear when a child was overwhelmed and needed time to compose. She poured her heart 

into ensuring that our students’ social and emotional wellbeing came first. 

Sara was an amazing and generous soul who led with passion, integrity and deep faith. She believed 

wholeheartedly in this community and gave herself to it with love and dedication. Her impact will be felt 

for many years to come and her spirit will always remain a part of St Peter’s. 

Sara will be deeply missed by all the students and staff who had the privilege of knowing her. Personally, I 

will miss our catch-up chats — the gentle reassurances, the quiet strength she offered and the way she 

always made space for others, no matter how busy the day. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with her husband Mick, her sons Nathan and Lachlan, and 

their extended family as they begin to navigate life without her. 

We hold them close in our hearts and pray for comfort, strength and peace in the days ahead. May they 

feel the love and support of the St Peter’s community surrounding them, just as Sara so often surrounded 

others with her care and kindness. 

After Sara’s funeral we will share with the school community a memorial plan we have to honour Sara's 

legacy and ensure her spirit lives on in our school.  

 

Change in dates  

5th August : School closure day - Sara Brundell’s funeral  

8th August: School Open - classes as normal  

12th September: School closure. Teacher Professional Learning  
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Children attending the funeral  

I’ve received a few enquiries regarding whether children should attend Sara’s funeral. I want to 

acknowledge how difficult this time is for our whole community and thank you for your ongoing care and 

sensitivity. 

Attendance at the funeral is ultimately a family decision and we respect and support whatever choice you 

feel is best for your child. 

At the recent Mass dedicated to Sara, we observed that some children became quite upset, which is 

entirely understandable given the emotional weight of the occasion. With this in mind, I encourage 

families to consider what will be most supportive for their child’s wellbeing. 

Please know that the funeral will be live-streamed and we will also provide the 

option for children accompanied by families to watch the service in the Galilee 

space rather than attending inside the church, if you feel that may be a more 

suitable option.   

Please note on this day families are responsible for the supervision of children.   

The casket may be confronting for the children. 

Communion will be offered in the Galilee space by special ministers.  

 

Funeral streaming link will be shared when it becomes available.  

Sincere thanks to the families who have so kindly offered to donate a morning tea plate for mourners to 

share after the funeral and to those who are assisting with serving tea and coffee. 

Your generosity, compassion and willingness to help during this time are deeply appreciated. Thank you 

once again for the care and support you continue to show as we navigate this difficult time together. 

 

Wellbeing Team 
At the heart of our school community is a strong commitment to wellbeing especially through difficult 

times. Continuing the legacy of Mrs Brundell, our leadership team will continue to provide care and 

guidance throughout the year by prioritising both student and family support.   

Mrs Torcaso, Mrs Whitbread and Ms McHardy are available to assist with any wellbeing needs for 

students and families and are dedicated to fostering a supportive and inclusive environment for all. Listed 

below are their email addresses should you wish to contact any of the leaders or please call the school 

office to arrange a time to meet.  We will share this information with our students at our next assembly.  

 

Daniela Torcaso- dtorcaso@stprepp.catholic.edu.au 

Erin Whitbread- ewhitbread@stprepp.catholic.edu.au 

Elyse McHardy- emchardy@stprepp.catholic.edu.au 
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NAPLAN results - Congratulations  
Celebrating our NAPLAN Growth 

It is with great pride that I share the significant growth our school has achieved in this year’s NAPLAN 

results. 

This success is a testament to the hard work of our students and teachers, our commitment to targeted 

teaching and a strong focus on knowing each student’s strengths and challenges. 

While NAPLAN provides a snapshot of student progress, we take a broader view of achievement. Through 

the triangulation of data—classroom assessments, formative feedback and standardized testing—we gain 

a comprehensive understanding of student growth and learning. 

Thank you to our dedicated staff and engaged families for supporting our learners every step of the way. 

 

Pilgrimage to Ireland   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are excited to share that our Deputy Principal, Daniela Torcaso will be participating in a 

special pilgrimage experience alongside 30 educators from Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic 

Schools (MACS).  

A highlight of this formation program is a 13-day international pilgrimage to Ireland during the 

Term 3 school break. This immersive journey will explore the themes of discipleship, 

Christian leadership and evangelisation, while honouring the legacy of Irish saints 

and religious orders who played a pivotal role in shaping Catholic education in 

Melbourne.  

We wish Daniela a faith-filled and inspiring experience. 
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St Peter’s School Improvement Framework 
To empower students to learn 
To build teacher pedagogical practices 
To strengthen partnerships with families and the wider community  

 
Book Week 
 

Book Week is not too far away!  Our school will be celebrating Book Week from the 18th - 22nd of August, 

and this year’s theme will be Book an Adventure.  Book Week is always a highlight on the school calendar 

and we have many fun activities planned for the students to enjoy. 

The Grade Prep, 1 and 2 children will enjoy a visit from a children's theatre company during this week , 

and the Year 3-6 students will have a children’s author/illustrator visit their classes to give tips on writing 

and illustrating stories. 

We will once again welcome the Scholastic Book fair to our school during Book Week, with opening times 

to be advised closer to the actual date. We encourage families to visit the Book Fair and make purchases 

with their children, as the school Library receives a commission on every book sold. So not only does your 

child walk away with a selection of books, but we are also able to purchase more books for them to borrow 

during Library time. In the past, we have had some very creative costumes for our Book Parade, which 

will be held on the final day of Book Week. There will be prizes for the best dressed from each class, so 

start planning your costumes early! Your child may wish to come dressed as a favourite book character or 

as something to do with the Book Week theme. 

More details and reminders will follow in the coming weeks. 

 

Contacting Before & Afterschool Care (OSHC)  
Need to get in touch with the OSHC team? Here's the best way to reach us:  

Service Mobile: 0493 136 449  

Available during service hours only: ﻿﻿6:30am-8:45am and 2:50pm-6:00pm on weekdays 

﻿﻿MACSEYE Office: 1300 501 029  

Available 9:00am-5:00pm on weekdays 

Alternatively, email us at:  

Kimberlee.stewart@macseye.vic.edu.au - for bookings or service specific queries 

Accounts@macseye.vic.edu.au - for all account/payment queries 

Please note: 

○​ ﻿﻿Bookings cannot be made online within 24 hours of the session. 

○​ ﻿﻿Late bookings must be arranged directly with the service or the MACSEYE accounts team 

listed above. 
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Monica’s Enrolment Deadline for Year 7 2027 Applications 

Please refer to the details below from St Monica’s College in relation to Grade 5 families wishing to apply 

for a place for their child in Year 7 2027. We wish to emphasise the importance of applying 

before the application closing date of 15
th

 August 2025 as although St Peter's is a feeder 

school, applications received after this date cannot be guaranteed a place at the College. 

Most Catholic Secondary Schools adhere to the same deadline of 15th August for Year 7 applications, 

please check with the school you are interested in applying for. 
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Discrimination, racism and bullying are not tolerated at St Peter’s 

 
Second Hand Uniform Shop 
Please note that the Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open on Monday mornings this term, from 

8:50am - 9:15am only.  Second hand uniform donations are welcome to be handed in to the school office 

anytime.  We have a number of families looking for items we don’t currently have in stock. Any donations 

are much appreciated. If you are unable to attend in person, please fill in the attached form and send it to 

the school office.  We will endeavour to fill your order.   

 St Peter’s Second Hand Uniform Request Form.pdf
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 2025 
TERMS 3 & 4 

School events are regularly updated on the Compass 
Calendar.  

Dates listed below are current as at 25th July 2025  
and may be subject to change 

 
 

TERM DATES 
TERM 3 Monday 21st July - Friday 19th September, 1:30pm finish 
TERM 4 Monday 6th October - Tuesday 16th December, 1:30pm finish 

 

2025 SACRAMENTS 

The Sacrament of First Reconciliation 26th March 5:00pm St. Peter’s Church 

First Eucharist Family Faith Night 30th April 6:00pm School Library 

The Sacrament of First Eucharist 24th May 12:00pm St. Peter’s Church 

Confirmation Family Faith Night 25th June 6:00pm School Library 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 9th August  2:00pm St. Peter’s Church 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP HOURS  
Every Monday 8:50 am - 9:15  am 

 
 

TERM 3 2025 CALENDAR DATES 

Monday 21st July 
NAIDOC WEEK 

Parent Teacher Interviews  
(School closure - Out of Hours Care Program 
Available with MACSEYE) 

Friday 1st August Assembly 3LP Hosting, 2:40pm families welcome 
St Vinnie’s Winter Appeal - Dress in your Winter 
Warmers for a toiletry donation 

Tuesday 5th August School Closure - Funeral for Sara Brundell 11:30 am 

Wednesday 6th August  Year 6 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 

Thursday 7th August Bishop Renee visiting Year 6 confirmation candidates 
11:45am - 12:15am 

Friday 8th August Scheduled school closure cancelled - school will be 
open as usual on this day 
Year 3 Movie Afternoon - Free Dress Day (Yr 3 only) 

Saturday 9th August Confirmation, St Peter’s Church, 2pm 

Mon 11 - Fri 15 August NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK “Decoding the Universe” 

Tuesday 12th August 100 Days of Prep Celebration 
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Thursday 14th August Year 5 Visit to St Monica’s 9 - 11am 
Year 6 excursion 

Friday 15th August Year 2 excursion 
Assembly 1AT Hosting 
School Disco 5:30 - 8:30pm 
Deadline for Year 7 2027 applications for Catholic 
Secondary Schools. 

Mon 18th - Fri 22nd August BOOK WEEK “Book an Adventure” 

Wednesday 20th August Year 3 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 

Friday 22nd August Hooptime 
Year 1 & 2 Movie Afternoon Free Dress Day (1 & 2 
only)  

Wednesday 27th August Year 5 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 
Whole School Dance Incursion 

Friday 29th August Year Prep - 2 Athletics Day 9 - 11am 
Assembly - Specialist Teachers Hosting 2:40 pm 

Mon 8th - Fri 12th September NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 

Wednesday 3rd September Year 2 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 

Thursday 4th September Fathers Day Stall 

Friday 5th September Fathers Day Event (time TBC) 
Years 5 & 6 Futsal 

Wednesday 10th September Year 4 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 

Thursday 11th September Are you OK? Day 

Friday 12th September Assembly 5NG Hosting, 2:40pm 

Thursday 18th September St Peter’s Lap-A-Thon  

Friday 19th September Last Day Term 3, 1:30pm finish 
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TERM 4 2025 CALENDAR DATES 

1st - 31st OCTOBER COMMUNITY SAFETY MONTH 

Monday 6th October First Day Term 4 

Tuesday 7th October Year 5 Swimming Program Commences 12 - 2pm 

Wednesday 8th October Prep Information Evening 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Tuesday 14th October Year 5 Swimming Program 12 - 2pm 
Puberty Online Session 

Wednesday 15th October Year 4 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 

Friday 17th October Assembly 2:40pm - 2SM Hosting  

Tuesday 21st October Year 5 Swimming Program 12 - 2 pm 

Wednesday 22nd October Year 6 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 

Thursday 23rd October Year 5 Long Day Excursion 

Friday 24th October Day for Daniel 

Wednesday 29th October Year 5 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 - 10 am 

Friday 31st October World Teachers Day 
Assembly 2:40pm - Preps hosting 

Monday 3rd November SCHOOL CLOSURE 

Tuesday 4th November Melbourne Cup, Public Holiday 

Wednesday 5th November Prep 2026 Orientation Session 1 9:15 - 10:30 am 

Friday 7th November Jump for Vinnies 

Tuesday 11th November Year 5 Swimming Program 12 - 2 pm 
Prep 2026  Orientation Session 2 9:15 - 10:30 am and 
Prep parent workshop; reading to your child 

Wednesday 12th November Year 3 Parish/Level Mass 9:15 am 

Friday 14th November Assembly 2:40pm 4SME hosting 

Monday 17th November St Monica’s Orientation Day - Year 7 2026 
Prep 2026 Orientation Session 3 9:15 - 10:30 am and 
Parent workshop; numeracy with your child  

Tuesday 18th November Year 5 Swimming Program 12 - 2 pm 

Wednesday 19th November Year 2 Level/Parish Mass 9:15 am 

Tuesday 25th November Year 5 Swimming Program 12 - 2 pm 

Wednesday 26th November Year 1 Level/Parish Mass 9:15 am 

Wednesday 3rd December Prep Parish Mass 9:15 am 

Monday 8th December SCHOOL CLOSURE (2026 Planning) 

Tuesday 9th December Christmas Carols - Community Event 5 - 8 pm 
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Government Secondary Schools Orientation Day 

Thursday 11th December Assembly Year 6, 2 - 3 pm 
 
Yr 6 Graduation Mass, St Peter’s Church 6:30 - 7:30 pm  

Friday 12th December Year 6 Big Day Out 
Last day for Year 6 students 

Tuesday 16th December End of Year Mass, St Peter’s Church, 11:30am 
End of Year Assembly 2:40 pm  

 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BELL TIMES 2025 
06:30 am - 08:45 am MACSEYE Before School Program 

8:30 am - 8:50 am Gates open and supervised on Coulstock Street and Wedge Street 

08:50 am - 08:55 am Music - All teachers in classes and students enter and prepare for 
the school day - unpack and welcome.  

08:55 am - 09:05 am  Prayer and attendance roll 

09:05 am - 11:00 am Learning time (brain food break at 10:00 am) 

11:00 am- 11:05 am Supervised eating outside 

11:05 am - 11:35 am Recess 
 

11:35 am - 1:35 pm Learning time 

1:35 pm - 1:45 pm Supervised eating of lunch outside (weather permitting) 

1:45 pm - 2:30 pm Lunch play time 

2:30 pm - 3:15 pm  Learning time 

3:15 pm - 3:20 pm Office tubs & pack up 

3:20 pm Student dismissal 

3:20 pm - 3:35 pm Gates open and supervised 

3:20 pm - 6:00 pm Their Care After School Care Program  
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Need to report your child’s absence?  
Using Compass is the quickest and easiest way to do this: 
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St Peter’s Primary School Sponsors:  
Looking for a trusted trade, a great place to dine, or the perfect gift to create lasting 
memories? Check out the wonderful businesses that support our school. Their 
generosity helps us create an even stronger community, and in turn, they provide 
services and products that you can rely on. Support those who support us – explore 
our sponsor list today! 

Mother’s day sponsors 

Securetec Roller 
Shutters 

 

Securetec Roller Shutters is 
situated in the northern region of 
Melbourne specialising in 
installations & services of shutters, 
security doors, fly screens, internal 
roller doors & grilles. 
 

115 Miller Street, Epping 
Email: 
sales@securetecsutters.co
m.au 
 
039002 4009 

 

A Grade Electrician  
Security cameras, emergency 
call out, lighting installation, 
commercial and domestic 
electrical  
 

David McFarlane 
04507 49942 
INFO@DMPOWERSOLUTION
S.COM 

 

One Fusion: Restaurant 

 

Restaurant, Sports and 
Cocktail Bar 
Functions and events 
 

9 Janefield Drive, Bundoora 
03 9193 7687 

ONEFUSION.AU 

 
ANAND’S 
The Premium Indian Bakery 
and Cafe  

Bakery 
Creating eggless cakes for all 
occasions  
 

371 High Street, Lalor 3075 
Melbourne 
433 181 323 

anand_bakery_ 

anandbakerycafe 
Email: 
anand.bakery@yahoo.com 
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Tanya T. Vuong 
Principal Lawyer  

Tanya Vuong is an Australian 
Property Lawyer with over a 
decade of experience in 
property law and conveyancing. 

  

84 Hotham Street, Preston 
3072 
P: 03 9863 6828 
M: 0412 109285 
 
tania@pontemprpoertlawyer.
com.au 
https://pontempropertylawye
rs.com.au/ 
 

Oregano's Bakehouse 
and Cafe,  Epping. 
 

 

Fresh baked pastry and 
bread. Delicious coffee 

 

Jarrad Rose 
Shop 3/ 299 Harvest Home 
Road, Epping 
P:0498638764 

Ness’Cakes 
 

 

Cakes for all 
occasions  

 

Vanessa Herbert 
Ness’CakesMelb on 
Facebook 
Nesscakesmelbourne on 
insta 

 

Sponsors  

ICE CAFE VENEZIA 

 

Ice Cafe Venezia 
Artisan Gelato 
Diabetic and Gluten free 
options  

65 Bay Street, Port 
Melbourne  

ICECAFEVENEZIA 

Grazing with 
lay 
 
 

All your Grazing Box needs 
#Sweettreatbox 
#Savorygrazebox 
#Kidstreatsbox 

GRAZINGWITHLAY 

Oregano’s Bakehouse and 
Cafe 

Oregano’s Bakehouse & 
Cafe 
Home of the softest and 
tastiest manoush! 

3/229 Harvest Home Rd, 
Epping  
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7 days 6am -3pm 

OREGANOSBAKEHOUSE 

Life’s a Whisk 

 

Life’s a Whisk 
Specialising in desserts, 
birthday cakes, sweets and 
personalised cookies 

LIFES_A_WHISK 

 
 
 

At One Group Realty, we understand 
that buying, selling, or renting a 
property can be a challenging and 
time-consuming process. That’s why 
we are dedicated to providing our 
clients with a seamless and 
stress-free experience that meets their 
unique needs and requirements.  

732 High Street, Epping 03 
9401 4004 
 
Kalley Singh 
OGR sponsor our 
advertising billboards  

 

 

Gain confidence & peace of 
mind. Learn lifesaving baby 
first aid with Tiny Hearts 
Education 
 

https://tinyhearts.com 
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