ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thursday 11th November 2021, Week 6, Term 4

NEWSLETTER
School Vision
St Peter’s is a faith filled and inclusive community that embraces diversity.
We aspire to engage and empower all to think critically and act justly,
guided by our catholic values, on our journey as lifelong learners.

Remembrance Day falls on the 11th of November each year. On the 11th hour on the
11th day of the 11th month, a minutes' silence is observed and dedicated to those soldiers
who died fighting to protect the nation. ... Today the loss of Australian lives from all
wars and conflicts is commemorated on Remembrance Day.
Remembrance Day was first observed in 1919 throughout the British Commonwealth. It
was originally called “Armistice Day” to commemorate the armistice agreement
that ended the First World War on Monday, November 11, 1918, at 11 a.m.—on
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.
Please click on the link for more information
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHCokGkZJOE

Principal News
Good afternoon St Peter’s community,
This week we welcomed our 2022 Preps during our first orientation experience. It was
exciting to see our new students on site playing on our outdoor playground.
Uniform changes
Thanks to the families that responded to our change suggestions.
There was an overwhelming response indicating the changes were supported by our
community.
Our new uniform option will be implemented from January 2022. However there will
be a 3 year transition period to allow families time to transition and allow adequate time
for the current uniform to be worn.

Summer uniform
Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

School Dress
Zip neck jumper
White socks

Navy & light blue polo shirt
Grey shorts
Zip neck jumper
Navy socks

Navy & light blue polo shirt
Navy skort
Zip neck jumper
Navy socks

Summer sports uniform
Option 1

Option 2

Pale blue polo shirt
Navy shorts
Bomber Jacket
White socks (fully ankle)

Pale blue polo shirt
Navy skort
Bomber Jacket
White socks (full ankle)

Winter uniform
Option 1

Option 2

Blue long sleeve shirt
Pinafore dress
Zip neck jumper
Grey stockings

Navy & light blue polo shirt (long or
short sleeve)
Grey pants
Zip neck jumper
Navy socks

Winter sport uniform
Option 1
Pale blue polo shirt
Navy track pants
Navy bomber jacket
White socks

Polo shirts all have the school logo embroidered on the left side.
School shoes:

Black lace up or Velcro shoes with the uniform
Runners with sport uniform

The woollen winter jumper will be replaced with a zip neck long sleeve fleece lined top.
The pale blue shirt will be replaced with a polo top.
The pale blue shirt will still be worn with the winter pinafore dress.
School hats are available to purchase from the school office: $12.00 cash only

School Assessment
Our teachers are currently working on our students' end of year reports. Each week the
teachers assess and review the students progress and plan work to grow the students at
their entry point. The end of year reports will show the growth the students have made
over 12 months.
I am extremely proud of the effort and dedication our teachers and students made
during the remote learning platform. Enormous thanks to our families that supported
the students during this journey.
Christmas Carols
We have explored many different options given the current COVID restriction platform
presented to our community.
For the 2021 year we will record the students singing their carols on Wednesday the 1st
December and Thursday 2nd of December. On both days the students are asked to wear
casual clothes with a Christmas theme.

The recorded Christmas carols will be made available to all families on
Thursday 9th of December at 6.30pm via a youtube link. More information
soon.
On Thursday the 9th December the whole school will celebrate the christmas carols with
students and staff only from 11.30-1.30pm.
Eucharist Celebration
This weekend we will celebrate the 1st Eucharist with our middle and senior students. I
ask that all our families keep our Eucharist candidates in their prayers and thoughts.

PRAYER: Act of Faith
My dear Jesus, I firmly believe that your body and blood are truly present in Holy
Communion, which I am going to receive, because you told me so.
Confirmation Celebration
On Sunday 21st of November we will be celebrating Confirmation for our 2020 and
2021 Confirmation candidates. The sacrament will be held at the St Peter’s church. I ask
that all our families keep our Confirmation candidates in their prayers and thoughts.
Kiss and Drop
A gentle reminder about our kiss and drop procedure at St Peter’s.
If families select to use kiss and drop please ensure the driver does not leave the car.
School bags are to be in the cabin of the car and not in the car boot.
Please drive to the end of the kiss and drop line for arrival and departure to ensure as
many cars as possible are not blocking the kiss and drop line.
Please obey the traffic rules and signs
Last day of school
The last day of school is Wednesday 15th of December at 1.30pm.
School Fees
Please ensure you have paid your 2021 school fees. It is an expectation that all school
fees are settled asap. Please contact me if you are experiencing financial hardship and
we can discuss a payment plan.
Kindest regards
Angela Tonkin
Principal

Sacraments - Eucharist & Confirmation
Over the next two weekends, St Peter’s School will have students participating in the Sacraments
of First Eucharist and Confirmation.
First Eucharist
Year 4
Alana Cullen Caludia Joshua Eden Ryder Scotty BJ Bethany Zack Chloe Mason Alexia Julian
Vincent
Year 5
Alexander Jaelene Chloe Joshua Frankie Thmashi Allegra Thai Liam Gracie Tori Sebastian Daniel
Zak Kyle Mark
Confirmation
Year 6 2021
Beril Elvis Baxter Evana Angelica Luke Ezekiel Lawrence Frankie Ruby Manuela Dylan
Neville Remi Mia Thomas M Julian Andrew Nehita Jessica Marcus Xavier Max Ananyah
Lachlan Jordan Nicholas Sheridan Emilia Blake Clara
Year 6 2020
Andre Gemma Sarah Samuel Zara Anthony Alessia Emma Sienna Jack Abilene Gisele Jessica
Jada Isabel

Let us keep these children in our prayers
Prayer
May the Lord bless you and inspire you to be positive in your attitude, faithful in loving and
generous in the service of others. May you be patient and forgiving in your relationships.
May you grow in understanding and in compassion for others, and may you grow as the
person that God calls you to be.
Amen

Sacraments 2022
We are pleased to announce that the parish schools have met to discuss the dates for our 2022
sacraments. The following dates have been confirmed for St Peter’s School.
Sacrament

Date

Time

Reconciliation

Tuesday March 8th

5pm

First Eucharist

Saturday May 21st

12pm

Confirmation

Thursday June 2nd

7pm

A note has been sent to families with children in Sacramental years in 2022 via Operoo today
with further information regarding these celebrations.

Year 6 Child and Parents/Carers Evening
Next Wednesday November 17th, our school is offering Year 6 families the
opportunity to participate in a program via online sessions at home facilitated by
‘Open Doors Education’. The purpose of the program is to encourage positive
communication between parents and children about important topics about babies,
birth and puberty. The session will begin at 7:00pm.
Next Monday, a hard copy of a pack will be sent home with brochures and activities
sheets that will be used during the session. A zoom link will be shared via Operoo for families to
access the online session.

Prep News
On Friday the 5th of November the prep cohort finally got to celebrate their 100 days of school,
or should we say 150 days of school!!
The preps had a wonderful day celebrating this very special occasion. The day saw the preps
come to school dressed in the choice of party clothes or old people clothes. Everyone looked
fabulous and went to a lot of effort with their costumes. Following the arrival to school, the
preps settled in with a special story and a fun craft activity that allowed them to create a special
crown to mark their day. After recess, the preps enjoyed a little disco with glow sticks, a range of
indoor games and a movie with popcorn. The preps were then very excited to eat their catered
lunch from Lunch Mums. The afternoon saw the preps enjoy some outdoor games as well as be
presented with a certificate, balloon and special treats to conclude the celebrations.
Overall it was a fantastic day and the preps enjoyed the celebrations thoroughly. Well done on
achieving this special milestone. We are so proud of all efforts and achievements thus far. Bring
on the rest of our prep days!!

Juniors News

This week, the juniors all came together to listen to Mrs Camillieri read a very special book.
This book was called ‘Jack and the Mean Stalk’. We made connections between the text and
ourselves, other books and things that we know about the world, just as we have been learning
to do during Literacy. We discussed times where other people had been mean to us, just like the
Mean Stalk in the story, and how this made us feel. This was our text to self connection We made
links between the text and the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. This was our text to text
connection. We also noticed that the Mean Stalk grew from a little bean and discussed what
other things grow from a little seed. This was our way of linking the text to what we know about
the world.
We will continue to read lots of different stories and discuss ways to make meaning of what we
have read or listened to, to develop our comprehension.

Middles News
Returning to school marked another wonderful milestone in the
learning journey of our middle school students. To celebrate this
and to acknowledge the efforts that they made during lockdown,
the year 4 students were presented with their pen licences. Mrs
Moore, Miss Chepanidis and Miss Lockyer are looking forward to
seeing even more well-formed handwriting in ink throughout the
year.

Seniors News
This week the Senior students have been exploring Australian history, discussing who has
shaped our nation, as well as the significant events of our past. They will begin researching
during their Inquiry learning to create a presentation for their class. They have already thought
of some great ideas:

Introducing Erin Whitbread
My name is Erin Whitbread and I am the Numeracy
Leader here at St Peter’s. This is my first year as part of
this wonderful community and although I have enjoyed
getting to know all of the students in the school, I haven't
yet had a chance to meet all families. So this is a little
about myself.
At home I have two young children, Annabelle who
begins prep next year and loves gymnastics and Harvey
in Year 1, who loves everything sport. I also have a crazy
puppy named Brucie! He is very energetic and loves to
eat shoes. As a family, we love cooking and baking,
especially lasagne and banana bread. We also love to go
camping and cook marshmallows on the open fire.
I have been teaching in primary catholic schools for 18
years, serving as a Numeracy Leader for the past 12
years. I am very passionate in the area of mathematics,
firmly believing that all students can achieve success
given the appropriate learning opportunities. I promote learning experiences where students
can engage with challenges and discover new learning together. I am also currently studying a
Masters of Leadership in Mathematics Education, refining my understanding and use of current
research in this area.
I strongly value close partnerships with families, and I look forward to opportunities to meet in
person next year.
Enjoy the rest of the year.
Erin Whitbread

Important Dates to Remember
Keep up to date with what’s happening at school with the community calendar on our website.
Scroll down on our homepage to keep up to date with upcoming events at school. (Please note
events are subject to change, refer to the website for the most up to date information)
https://www.stprepp.catholic.edu.au/

Diwali Celebrations
Last week our Hindu families celebrated Diwali. Aric and Aronica Gupta, Prep GV shared their
family celebration photos with our St Peter's family.
What is Diwali?
The five-day festival celebrates the victory of light over darkness. Hindus across the
world are celebrating Diwali. The five-day festival of lights is one of the most popular holidays in
India, and Thursday is the main day of festivities, when the faithful pray to the Hindu goddess of
wealth.
Diwali is typically celebrated by socializing and exchanging gifts with family and
friends. Many light oil lamps or candles to symbolize a victory of light over darkness, and
fireworks are set off as part of the celebrations
During Diwali, people wear their finest clothes, illuminate the interior and exterior of their
homes with diyas and rangoli, perform worship ceremonies of Lakshmi, the goddess of
prosperity and wealth, light fireworks, and partake in family feasts, where mithai (sweets)
and gifts are shared.

MACSSIS Survey Winners

Thank you to all families who completed the MACSSIS family survey.
Families were given the opportunity to complete the survey and enter their name into a prize
draw for 2 x $100 supermarket gift vouchers. The lucky winners are:
Mrs Joanne Roy (Chloe, 34JL)
Mrs Malshani Rodrigo (Shenel, 12BG)
The office will be in touch to arrange collection of the voucher.

QR Codes and visitors to schools
Visitors are required to check in with a QR code when entering school buildings but not school
grounds. In addition, visitors who enter school buildings must also have had at least one dose of
COVID-19 vaccine and must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 by 29 November 2021 or have
a valid medical exception with limited exceptions.
Parents / Guardians are permitted to sign their child in / out without proof of vaccination.
Please report to the front office, check in using the QR code and proceed to sign your child in as
a late arrival / sign out as an early departure using the ipad.
Visitors attending any event or activity inside a school building are required to show evidence of
vaccination.

Report a School Absence
If you know that your child is going to be away in advance please send an email to
their class teacher or visit our school website and click the Quick Links tab to fill out
the Report an Absence form.
If it is an unexpected absence please ring the front office on 9401 1157 and let Claire
or Deb know.

Feedback
We are always looking for ways to improve our school community - please email our principal
Mrs Angela Tonkin if you have suggestions or feedback you would like to share. Thank you
atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au
All emails will be acknowledged.

Register now for JUNIOR BASKETBALL.
Boys & Girls can join.
Ages required are 6 - 12 years of age.
Training during the week.
Games played Saturdays.
For more information contact club link https://www.facebook.com/Lalor-Lions-Junior-Basketball-Club-413244848955286/

