ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thursday 23rd June 2022, Week 7, Term 2

NEWSLETTER
Acknowledgment of Country
We acknowledge this land as the Traditional Lands of the
Wurundjeri People of the Kulin nation and we pay our respects to all
elders past, present and emerging.
We will respect the land, animals and waterways, from the roots of
the earth to the tops of the trees.
Thank you for letting us learn and grow on your mother earth. We
understand that if we protect and look after the country, then the country will look after
us.

School Vision
St Peter’s is a faith filled and inclusive community that embraces diversity.
We aspire to engage and empower all to think critically and act justly, guided
by our catholic values, on our journey as lifelong learners.
St Peter’s School Improvement Framework
To empower students to learn
To build teacher pedagogical practices
To strengthen partnerships with families and the wider community

Principal Report
Thank you St Peter’s Community for making our Colour Run Fundraiser such a massive
success. We raised over $21,000. This money will go towards our new sandpit and sensory
play area and movable soccer goals.
I met with some outdoor play / landscape people this week and I am waiting on some
quotes. I will involve our students in the decision making process and ensure we have a
student voice in what we select.
The day could not have been a success without the organisations skills of Mrs Daniela
Torcaso and Mrs Sara Brundell. Thank you!
Thank you families for getting behind the day and helping to raise the money. The students'
prizes will arrive next term.

Images of our fantastic colour run day. Every child experienced success

Thanks to our amazing helpers on Friday. We really need our families to get
involved and help with our community events.
We have a Parents Committee Meeting on Wednesday 20th July at 2.30pm in
the staff room. The parish car park gate will be open for families to park during
the meeting time to avoid parking restrictions.
We will discuss our Father’s Day celebrations and suggestions for another
community event in Term 3. Please come and be part of the discussion and
support school / community events.

Semester 1 Reports and family conversations
This week our Semester one reports went home to families electronically. Please contact
the school office if you have not received your child’s report.
office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au
Yesterday the family conversations allowed the families and teachers to strengthen the
partnership of supporting each other in our students journey of learning.
Term 3 Activities
Term three will commence with our students celebrating NAIDOC week. The theme this
year is Get Up! StandUp! ShowUp! There is a week full of activities immersing our
students in our indigenous learning. We will also reveal our school art work and an
indigenous artist will begin working with our students on year level totem poles for our
indigenous garden.
Week 2 will launch our Child Safety, Child Friendly Safety Guide. This guide refers to
the diversity of all children, and specifically mentions Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children, children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, children with
disabilities, and children who are vulnerable. The child friendly guide will be easily located
by our students and a resource for each child to access.

On Friday 22nd July our community will celebrate Grandparents and Special Friends
Day. This will include afternoon activities for the grown ups that are important people in the
lives of our students.
On Thursday 4th of August (week 4) our senior school students will be involved in a STEM
showcase and incursion: Musical Futures Express Yourself. Friday 5th of August
students will be involved in a Softball incursion.
Year Prep and Year 1 Excursion to the Melbourne Museum

This was a very successful day for our Year Prep and Year one students. The students got to
explore the Melbourne Museum and for many it was their first experience on escalator
stairs. The school was gifted with 12 copies of the book: The Day a Triceratops Turned Up
from the Melbourne Museum. The books will live in classrooms and students can also
borrow the book from our library.The afternoon was spent in a park next to the museum. It
was a great experience for all involved. Thank you teachers for your expert planning and
organisation.

Last Day of Term 2
Last day of Term 2 is on Friday 24th of June. The students will finish at
1.30pm.
They will exit from the Wedge Street and Coulstock Street gates. School will resume on
Monday 11th of July. The school gates will open at 8.30am.
I will be on Long Service Leave the first week of Term 3. I celebrated a zero birthday this
year and I’m going on a holiday up north with my husband for 9 days. Daniela Torcaso will
be the acting Principal in my absence and Sara Brundell will be acting Deputy Principal.
The conclusion of this term marks my second year as Principal at St Peter's Primary School.
I am immensely proud of the achievements our students make every single day. Walking
through learning spaces our students are engaged in their learning and experiencing success
academically and socially / emotionally everyday. We have a number of initiatives that
empower our teachers to be the best educators and they all have a willingness to learn and
grow together in their vocation. Our students are being stretched and challenged everyday
through our STEM initiatives, small class sizes and explicit teaching to the point of need.
We have a truly dedicated team of amazing teachers and learning support officers who work
hard every single day.
Thank you for allowing our team to be part of your child’s educational journey.

Kindest regards
Angela Tonkin
Please follow our school on Facebook and Instagram. You can also see our
social media images on our school website.

School Fee invoices have been sent home today and yesterday with
students: Please check your child’s school bag.
Thank you for prompt payments.

Religious Education
Today we celebrated the feast day of St Peter, our school patron saint. For the first time, we
held our whole school mass in the church. The students were amazing, participating in the
mass and showing great reverence throughout. Thank you to the senior school students that
helped to prepare and we were part of the mass and to Fr Nathan for celebrating mass with
us.

Our reading today was from the Gospel of Matthew

“But what about you?” He asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God.”
In this reading Simon Peter acknowledges Jesus as the Messiah, Saviour and Redeemer, Son
of the living God.
Simon Peter goes on to spread the Good News and to build the foundation of the Catholic
Church.

How can you tell others about Jesus and who He is?

Farewell Father Nathan
After almost three years at St Peter’s,
we farewell Father Nathan.

During his time at St Peter’s, Fr Nathan has worked in partnership with staff to deliver
engaging learning experiences in Religious Education. He has supported students in
preparing for and celebrating the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Eucharist and
Confirmation as well as celebrating weekly level masses and whole school masses with the
school community. The St Peter’s School community thank Fr Nathan for all of his guidance
and support during his time at our parish as pray that he will continue to inspire and bring
people closer to God.

School Fun Run
Important Information
Thank you all to those that fundraised! Now is the
exciting part for you all… ordering your prizes.
If you are yet to start fundraising create a profile
page at schoolfunrun.com.au. Once you have
finished fundraising, log in click ‘Order Prizes’ and
follow the prompts.
Please note: If you have selected a goal prize, you still need to log on to order your
prizes.
Ordered prizes will be delivered to the school and distributed to the students next
term.

Teaching & Learning
Dear Parents and Carers,
NAIDOC Week will be officially celebrated during the term
holidays. Here at St. Peter’s we will be acknowledging NAIDOC
week celebrations in our first week back in Term 3; Monday
11th July - Friday 15th July, 2022. We are dedicating a
whole week to focus on and celebrate the traditions, culture and
achievements of Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander people.
This year’s NAIDOC theme is GET UP! STAND UP! SHOW
UP! First Austrailan’s have a proud history of getting up,
standing up, and showing up.
From the time when Europeans settled on this land, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities have been asking for respect as the traditional owners of this land.
At St. Peter’s, we have been working hard to build our Indigeouns perspectives within our
inquiries and within our school learning environments. During NAIDOC week, we will
welcome special Indigenous educators and artists to work with our students. Teachers will
also invite their students to participate in learning stories, songs and the history of First
Nations People.
There will be two whole school assemblies. On Monday July 11th at 2:30pm we have an
Indigenous educator who will facilitate an Acknowledgement of Country to start off our
week. Then on Thursday July 14th at 2:30pm we will receive our completed artwork
designed and created by Nicholas’ (2AC) grandmother. Students are invited to come to
school dressed in Indigenous colours on this day. You are very welcome to join us at these
assemblies to gather and share in the experiences with us.
Thank you for your continued support and enjoy a wonderful term break!
Kind regards,
Melissa Gatt
Teaching and Learning Leader
mgatt@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

Physical Education
Our senior students played Round 7 of our interschool sports competition against St Claire's
Primary School.
St Peters netball teams played close games. The girls team took a close 2-3 loss and our
mixed teams took a strong 6-0 win. Our soccer team braved the cold and took a 1-3 loss.
Finally our volleyball teams played strong games too. The St Claire's girls team took a
28-40 win. Our boys team took a 39-26 win.
Congratulations go to our Lalor District Sportsmanship Award winners: Fhreya, Steffi,
Adrian and Ryder.
Tomorrow's game against Lalor Primary School will be the final game of the term.. Soccer
will be played at Partridge Street Reserve, Lalor and parents are welcome to spectate.

August Census Student Data Collection Notice
Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) requests the cooperation of schools
in submitting the August Census. The information collected during the Census is required
under the Australian Education Act 2013 (Cth) and is critical to annual funding calculations
for schools in preparation for the August Census. The attached notice explains how The
Australian Government Department of Education, Skills and Employment collects certain
information about your child's school, its staff and student body:
Commonwealth School Data Collection Notice.pdf

Key Dates Term 2 & Term 3
Friday 24th

End of Term 2, 1.30pm finish

July

Key Dates Term 3

Monday 11th

First day of Term, gates open at 8.30am

Mon 11 - Fri 15

NAIDOC Week

Monday 11th

Whole School Assembly (Acknowledgement of Country) 2.30pm Families welcome

Tuesday 12th

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Thursday 14th

Whole School Assembly (Indigenous Artwork Handover to St Peter’s) 2.30pm Families Welcome. Students invited to wear Indigenous Colours

Friday 15th

First Aid in Schools Incursion

Tuesday 19th

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Wednesday 20th

Parents Committee Meeting - 2.30pm

Friday 22nd

Grandparents and special friends day

Tuesday 26th

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Wednesday 27th

Yr 5 visit to St Monica’s Dalton Road Campus

August
Tuesday 2nd

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Thursday 4th

Musical Features Incursion - Middles & Seniors

Friday 5th

Softball Incursion

Tuesday 9th

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Thursday 11th

School Assembly 9.30am

Thursday 11th

Advisory Board Meeting - 7pm

Mon 22 - Fri 26

BOOK WEEK

Wednesday 24th

R.A. Spratt Author visit (Years 3 - 6)

Thursday 25th

Semper Dental visit

Friday 26th

Semper Dental visit

Friday 26th

The Bremen Town Musicians Incursion (Prep - Year 2)

Tuesday 30th

Art Show & STEM Exhibition 8.30am - 9am / 3.30pm - 5pm

Friday 12th

School Closure Day - Staff Professional Development

Tuesday 16th

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Monday 22nd Friday 26th

Book Week

Tuesday 23rd

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Thursday 25th

Semper Dental Visit

Friday 26th

Semper Dental Visit

Tuesday 30th

Art Show & STEM Exhibition 8.30am - 9am + 3.30pm - 5pm

September
Tuesday 6th

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Tuesday

Second hand uniform shop open 08:45 - 09:15am & 2.45 - 3.15pm

Friday 16th

End of Term 3, 1.30pm finish

Procedure for Reporting an Absence
Thank you to the families that are using the notices@stprepp.catholic.edu.au email account
or the ‘Report an Absence’ link on our website, to notify the school of an absence.
It is not alway possible for teachers to access emails before they mark the morning roll or
they may also be absent. By sending an email to the notices email address, the office staff
can make sure the roll is updated. Please send an email for each day your child is absent, or
specify a date range for their absence.

Updating your personal and contact information & changes
to student medical conditions
Do we have your most up to date contact details? If not, please contact the school on
office@stprepp.catholic.edu.au so we can update our records. This include parent/carers’
name, address, phone numbers, email address and emergency contact details.
Please ensure any changes to student medical conditions are communicated directly to the
office in person or via email. This will help to ensure that appropriate measures are put in
place to manage your child’s medical condition.

Anaphylaxis Awareness
Anaphylaxis is a severe, rapidly progressive allergic reaction that is potentially life
threatening. The most common allergies in school aged children are nuts, eggs, cow’s milk,
fish and shellfish, wheat, soy, sesame, latex, certain insect stings and medications.
St Peter’s will not ban certain types of foods (e.g. nuts) as it is not practicable to do so, and is
not a strategy recommended by the Department or the Royal Children’s Hospital. However,
the school will avoid the use of nut based products in all school activities and we request that
parents not send those items to school. The school will reinforce the rules about not sharing
and not eating foods provided from home.

